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Ceausescu toppled but 
‘hell breaks loose’ 
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" vrFNNAtAgepoes)'— Roma¬ 
ny hardline President Nicolae 
Cffl ycw^ ^ras overthrown in a 
yjd fa jna g /popnlar revolution Fri¬ 
day batbJfodreds celebrating his 
, downfejTww^ kfljed when loyal 
’ troops . counter-attacked, reports 
fitan IJpdiafeSt said. 

_■Ceausescu was captured after 
boors on the run, the reports 
said- But Bucharest television 
sakJLFnday mght that he and his 
wife Elena had left Romania. 

. . “Automatic gunfire has been 
heard fro# the direction of the 
pes«fesErtial palace,” Belgrade 
Tejeyiskia aid. “According to 
fust'ijeports there are hundreds of 
dead~ori the sidewalks.” 

Eastern European news agen¬ 
cies reported “heavy combat be¬ 
tween pro- and anti-Ceausescu 
soldiers into the night, and said 
the lighting began at 7 a.m. (1700 
GMT).-;-.: 

The counterattack began after 
r affies -by hundreds erf thousands 
of people in the streets of 
Bumafestand other cities to cele¬ 
brate Geausescu’s ouster after 24 
years of hard-line rule. 

Dramatic television footage 
showed the presidential palace on 
fire and demonstrators waving a 
Romanian flag in the square. An 
army commander-was heard in a - 
live - radio broadcast barking 
orders for the .demonstrators to 


leave. 

The television said fighting 
raged throughout the capital, and 
that demonstrators who gathered 
at a meeting were shot with sub¬ 
machine guns, while part of the 
centra] committee bmkfing was 
Mown up. 

Ceausescu was toppled in a 
popular revolt that lasted less 
than a week but claimed die lives 
of thousands of anti-government 
demonstrators. 

The fighting appeared to pit 
army troops allied with anti- 
Ceausescu demonstrators against 
his loyal security forces. 

“AD hell has broken loose. The 
old guard is fighting the new 
people inside and outside the 
Communist Party Central Com¬ 
mittee budding,” a Polish trade 
official said. 

He told the Reuter bureau in 
Warsaw by telex that the pres¬ 
idential palace boosing Ceanses- 
cu’s offidal residence, across a 
square from the party headquar¬ 
ters, was in flames. 

“What we can see and hear 
from here is just terrifying,” the 
Polish . «a«d- “They, are 

no'ng machine guns and people 
have told me some rockets were 
fired.” 

Soviet Television reported the 
scene tins way: 

“As darkness fen, forces loyal 


to Ceausescu tore into the capit¬ 
al. Violent battles have broken 
out. Participants in mass meet¬ 
ings were fired on by machine 
guns. There are hundreds of dead 
and injured.” 

The television said fighting la¬ 
ter spread towards the interna¬ 
tional airport. It said an explosion 
had partly wrecked the party 
headquarters and the bonding 
was on fire. . 

The power struggle climaxed a 
day of see-saw drama as popular 
pressure toppled the last hardlin e 
communist regime in a Warsaw 
Pact state. 

Ceausescu apparently felt so 
'Secure with the dominance of his 
colt of personality that he 
travelled to Iran earlier this week 
during the growing protests, and 
held a pro-government rally Thurs¬ 
day that tamed into a huge chor¬ 
us of denunciations of his rnje. 

Ceausescu tried one more time 
to address crowds before fleeing 
from bis palace, the Bulgarian 
news agency BTA reported. He 
was shouted down with cries of 
“Death, death,” the agency said. 

While still in- Ccauscscu’s 
hands, Romanian radio reported 
early Friday that Defence Minis¬ 
ter Vasile hfilea liad committed 
suicide and blamed him for the 
national unrest: 

An unidentified general denied 
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U.S. military police ^0? ans 


PANAMA (Agencies) —- More 
than a thousand U.S.--military' 
I police were ordered into the 
' streets Of PanamaCity Friday to 
bring law and order to the chaotic 
capital while other U.S. troops 
, battled loyalists of Manuel Anto¬ 
nio Noriega for a third day. 
’--.^There were unconfirmed re- 

- pom of; U.S. aircraft bombing 
-. the San Miguelito suburb, of 
: , Panama City and he heavy figbt- 

- ing among loyalists and U.S.' 
'troopsin Colon, Panama’s 
second largest city. 

The-military police were 
ordered into the streets to stop 
two days of unchecked looting 
. that began soon after the Amer- 

- - ican invasion early Wednesday 
.. and left -The city of a million 

people looking as if it bad been 
bit by a humcane. 


In Washington, the Organisa¬ 
tion of American States (OAS) 
Friday “deeply deplored” the 
U.S. invasion and called for a 
withdrawal of U.S. fences. The 
resolution was approved on a 
20-1 vote with ax abstentions. 
The United States cast the lone 
“no” vote. 

U.S. President George Bush 
told Congress Friday he could not 
predict bow long the U.S. mifit- 
axy assault would last The noti¬ 
fication was required under a law 
called the War Powers Act, which 
covers the use of U.S. military 
forces. 

In a written message to Con¬ 
gress, Bush accused Noriega of 
directing “vicious and brutal 
acts” against U.S. citizens and 
said their fives and welfare bad 
been “increasingly at risk.” 


Noriega, wanted in the United 
States on drug trafficking 
charges, disappeared during the 
attack that destroyed the head¬ 
quarters of his defence forces. 
U.S. officials believe he is in 
Panama and have offered a Si- 
million reward for his capture. 

GmHenno Endara, sworn in as 
the U.S. assault began Wednes¬ 
day, was inaugurated Thursday 
and announced an 18-hour car- 
few to try to control the situation. 
But looting continued, with peo¬ 
ple seen driving new BMW auto¬ 
mobiles off a car lot. 

Burnt-out hulks of cars littered 
die streets, shop after shop was 
smashed and cleaned out and 
mound of trash were {tiled every¬ 
where. Few people in the capital 

(Continued on page 3) 


J Chaiabi seeks ‘realistic* 
gestures from government 


P.V. Vivekanand 

a Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — Ahmad Chaiabi, the 
faaader andfbnner head of Petra 
Bank, ode bf Jordan’s leading com¬ 
mercial banks; has affirmed that he 
is anriousito “dear things” related 
to the bank but is asking that the 
govennhent reverse some of the 
measures adopted against him as 
l-. for his r et ur n to 
the. Kingdom, after a four-month 
stay ontatie. - ' " 

It ahb appeared that Chaiabi is 
iKfldmgrout the threat of legal 
action in tbe.Ui. a gains t the prc- 
- seat management erf Petra Bank as 
. well as several other senior Jorda¬ 
nian officials. 

Tbe old/new mist to the Petra 
Bank affair-comes at a time when 
sources say that a “speeaaT com¬ 
mittee bar bees set op compriang 
.of banking officials, auditors and 
gove rnment rep r e se n t a tives to «m- 
a fresh “professional investiea- 


tion^jof-the issue. 

Actiariinig'-to Chaiabi. who has 
been named Officially in the Petra 
Bank scandal.; which, according to 
official fodudea vioia- 

tkras of banking practices, embez- 

yiw ivm f ntiTtfi.,. I f ... rfM 


ffinar* be b not a “fugitive from 
justice” and chd not leave Jordan 
tiupueh “akghimaie channels.” . 

“My departure from Jordan was 
completely legal and legitimate,” 
•misted Chaiabi, who was reported 
^mining”, .a ; few days after die 
Economic 'Security Committee 
(ESQ took:ovier Petra Bank and 
ordered its merger with the Jordan 
. Guff Bank fa the first week of 
' AugusL-Qfikiih have accused the 
Iraqi-hom -faBlrwr of Vicing “un¬ 
orthodox? means to flee the conn- 
fry. Chahdtiwas ahb removed from 
an K&qq»bted panel to Sts*!'- 
vi^ the pecra-Jordan Gulf merger, 
tT have "no desire to .remain 


outride Jordan.” Chaiabi told the 
Jordan Times in a telephone inter¬ 
view from an un d isclosed destina¬ 
tion. “in fact, I am proud of my 
Jordanian background and I am 
anxious to return and dear things 
up.” 

But, be said, “as it is, I am 
unjustiy accused of leaving tbe 
country through illegal means, and 
that itself makes it difficult for me 
to return.” 

Among what be described as 
what would be “realistic and good¬ 
will gestures” on tbe part of (be 
government woe: a “repeal of tbe 
charge that I left illegally, a retrac¬ 
tion of tbe ESC order to sequester 
the property of the Chaiabi family 
nrvt an immediate stop to the 'arbit¬ 
rary* dismissal of Petra Bank staff 
members.” 

In addition, he said, "I should 
also receive an assurance of my 
personal safety.” This, be indi¬ 
cated, “should come from the high¬ 
est level,” but declined to elabo¬ 
rate- 

Chaiabi, believed to be in a 
European capital, confirmed that 
“procedures are in place for a case 
In a United States courts against, 
the take-over of Petia Bank Inter-' 
fwtfrmal Corporation, Washington, 
IX C. — an «W3mte but registered 
as a corporation in the U.S. — by the 
ESC and tbe merger panel. But, be 
said, “(die case) could be stopped.” 
Again, he did not elaborate, 
obviously leaving the door open for 
a compromise deal with the govern¬ 
ment. _ _ 

According to information avail¬ 
able to the Jordan Times, the 
“proposed case” dies Ahmad Cha- 
labi, a “beneficial owner” of one 
per cent share in Petra Bank Inter¬ 
national Banking Corporation 
(PBIC). and his brother Tala! Cha¬ 
iabi, who owns 29 per cent, as 
piahrtiffi;, and me mber s of the Pet¬ 
ra-Jordan Gtdf Bank merger panel 
and several senior government offi¬ 


cials as “defendants.” 

The “proposed” case, alleging 
that Petra Bank International Cor¬ 
poration, whose majority shares 
were owned by Petra Bank, Jordan, 
was a “victim of a conspiracy,” 
seeks about $300 mfllion m dam¬ 
ages, but has not been formally 
fifed. None of the “defendants" in 
tile case was available for iw«infai» 
comment to the Jordan Tones. 

La his telephone conversation 
with the Jordon Times, Chaiabi 
maintained font many of Petra. 
Bank's “deals” in foreign rarfiangr 
— "for example the sale of an 
undisclosed amount in A m eri can 
dollars in October 1988” — were 
"requested by tbe Central Bank of 
Jordan at that time.” 

"These firings happen all die 
time,” be said. “These are normal 
hanking practices, but now I find 
that I am being held liable for 
them.” 

An order issued by the raffitary 
governor in October tins year has 
cleared the way for comt ^ martial 
for anyone suspected of involve¬ 
ment m the Petra Bank affair, 
which shook tbe basic fibres of tbe 
Jordanian economy at a time when 
the gov e rn me nt was doting afl-out 
efforts to stabilise the dinar and the 
Kingdom’s international creditwor- 
rtmiHBL But, no case has reached 
any court yet, and it was known 
bow the new government of Mudar 
Badran would handle the issue, in 
Kght of his announcement last week 
that martial law was frozen. 

However, aeconfingto informed 
sources, but not officially con¬ 
firmed, a new panel has been set iqi 
comprising representatives _ of 
several Jordanian and foreign 
banks, tbe CBJ and a firm of 
a mU tnr a to cany out a fresh “hear¬ 
ing” of tbe various various of the 
care as obtained by former and 
present Petra Bank employees and 
others- 


PLO firm on publicly 
naming team to talks 


Nicolae Ceausescu 

on tbe radio after Ceauesescu was 
posted that Milea had killed him¬ 
self. 

“I am sorry, I am very sorry, 
that my friend the war minister 
died. It is a lie that he committed 
suicide,” the general said. 

Ceausescu, 71, fled Bucharest 
by helicopter from the roof of 
Communist Party headquarters, 
according to East European news 
agency reports from the scene. 

He condoned his escape by 
road, changing cars twice. He was 
arrested — but managed to 
escape — in Tirgoviste, 75 
kilometres northwest of 
Bucharest, where be was re¬ 
ported rearrested. 

Tens of thousands of jubilant 
Romanians massed in the centre 
erf Bucharest hailed the end to 
Ceansescu’s 24 year in power. 


By I .antis K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Palestine Li¬ 
beration Organisation (PLO) has 
no intention of delivering to 
Egypt a list of names (rf members 
of a Palestinian delegation to take 
part in a proposed Palestiman- 
' Israeli dialogue, and insists on 
publicly naming tbe team, 
according to a senior Palestinian 


offi cial - 

PLO executive member Abdul¬ 
lah Hourani said the organisation 
was asked to convey the names of 
the Palestinian delegation to 
Cairo, which would have deli¬ 
vered them to the American gov¬ 
ernment. “But tbe PLO will not 
deliver a list of names to Egypt or 
any other third party,” said 
Hourani. “If there will be a 
Palestinian-Israeli dialogue, the 


Tbe following b an unofficial translation of tbe PLO's reply to U.S. 
Secretary of State Janies Baker's five-point proposal for an opening 
round of Palestinian-Israeli dialogue. Tbe reply was conveyed to 
tbe U.S. governments, via tbe Egyptian government, and tbe 
American ambassador to Turns , Robert Pellitreau, on Dec. 1, 
1989: 


open 

historic 

gate 

WEST BERLIN (Agencies) — 
Thousands of jubilant Berliners 
surged through new openings in 
the Berlin Wall at die Branden¬ 
burg gate Friday for the first time 
in 28 years. 

The celebrants braved an inter¬ 
mittent rain as they filled the- 
square in front of die towering 
symbol of the post-war division of 
Germany and is becoming a 
monument to the rapprochement 
of East Germany and West Ger¬ 
many. 

East German Premier Hans 
! Modrow met West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl at the 
border for the 3 p.m. (1400 
GMT) ceremony, then they 
walked together into East Ger¬ 
many. They were nearly mobbed 
by the crowd as they walked to a 
platform in front of die gate to 
address tbe exulting Berliners. 

Kohl called tbe occasion “a 
1 fantastic thing.” 

Thousands drenched by die 
, rain uncorked champagne and 
danced atop tbe Berlin Wall, the 
once impregnable concrete bar¬ 
rier that is quickly crumbling. 

Kohl was the first West Ger¬ 
man chancellor to set foot in East 
Berlin', which Bonn has never 
officially recognised as the capital 
of East Gennany. 

“This is where the German 
rekh wait down in the flames lit 
by Gennan war criminals. The 
burning stench of war must never 
a gain be smeDed here... it must 
be a gate of peace,” Modrow said 
after he and Kohl walked side-by- 
side through tbe central arch of 
tbe 200-year-old monument. 

His speech was almost 
drowned out by East Germans 
chanting “Helmut," Helmut.” 

Kohl avoided repeating recent 
calls for the reunification of Ger¬ 
many, which have alarmed both 
countries' allies. He said: “Let ns 
be patient and pudent in the steps 
we have to take to walk forward 
into our common future.” 

French President Francois Mit¬ 
terrand Friday expressed confi¬ 
dence in East Germany’s new 
reformist government and said he 
saw no risk that it would seek a 
rapid reunification with West 
Gennany. 

Ending the first state visit to 
Fast Germany by a leader of the 
Western Work! War B allies, 
Mitterrand told a news confer¬ 
ence that he was aware of the 
passion at popular mass rallies for 
a reunited Germany. 

Bnt he said he me t no one in 
the mbntb-old coalition govern¬ 
ment of reformers and Commun¬ 
ists who favonred immediate 
reunification. 


The Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) leadership, studied 
the replies It re ce ived do Nov. 16 
aid Nov. 27/1989 via the Egyptian 
foreign Ministry from Mr. James 
Baker, the U.S. se cre tary of state, to 
response to PalMliiilio queries ab¬ 
out Ms plan which he pot forward 
Nov. 6, 1989. 

1. It is unf o rtu nate that the (Amer¬ 
ican) r esponse ignores, right from 
the very heghminfr tbe role of the 
PLO in forming foe Palestinian 
delegation to the dfadogne. (It) even 
completely doles the tt te ote of 
tiie PLO by referring to **ma|or and 
inflnentiar* Palestinian forces 
w hic h would name the delegation. 
Where are there forces? Os what 
hash has toe American adi niui str a - 
tfon been holding a dhlogoe with 
the PLO since December 1989? 

2. The American ndminfrtratiOB de¬ 
nies that bnd wfB have a veto 
power on names of the Palestinian 
delegation, bnt stresses that St wffl 
not pressure brad to accept to talk 
with those tt does not want to. 

’Ttrinaihif from the principle of 
eq uality , the PLO reiterates tint it 
is not the right of any party to 
in ter vene, directly or indirectly, in 


the process of the formation of the 
(tbe FLO) delegation. 

3. The American response concern¬ 
ing tii> dialogue’s »y»uii con¬ 
travenes what has been agreed npon 
b e t ween Egypt, Sweden, and die 
U.S. Thb (reply) rtawrimtrs an 
American con ces sion to Israeli con¬ 
ditions to waft* the y fc to 

and negotiate its proce- 
dnres. We would Dke to refer here 
to *t» ibflii'i rtim ttmiU by U.S. 

President George Bnsh s tressi ng the 
• n e ed to ^ the Israeli occupation, 
and to the s tatement issued by 
Raker caffing on Israel to drop its 
great dream of and 

nmwHftn. 

4. The PLO was notified of the U.S. 

nrimhitWi-mwi ’a wuimltniwit (O the 
s t atement made by former Secret¬ 
ary of State George Shnltz on Sept. 
16, 1988. 

5. The American response referred 

to ah peace conference 

on the basis of United Nations 
S ecurity Counrii Bb u J ii S m h 242 
and 338. Taking into consideration 
that the Palestinian-Israeli dialogue 
is part oT the preparatory process 
for the international peace confer¬ 
ence the PLO, assumes that interua- 


orgasisation will name (he de¬ 
legation publicly,” Hourani, who 
left Amman to Cairo Thursday 
night to convey the PLO position 
to the Egyptian government, told 
the Jordan Times, an Times. 

Hourani said tbe PLO per¬ 
ceives a real danger in allowing 
any party or government to name 
the Palestinian delegation. 
According to a plan put forward 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 


tionui sponsorship should todnde 
this dialogue. 

6. The second American response, 

dated Nov. 27, completely ignored 
the min utes of the Egyptisn-Swed- 
isb, American meeting which took 
place at tbe Egyptian Foreign Minis¬ 
try on Sept. 16, 1989, and what we 
were notified at that meet¬ 

ing, of concerning international 
sponsorship and the PLO’s right to 
name the Palestinian delegation and 
w open agenda, 

7. The \JS. a dministr ation's insist¬ 

ence that the dialogue be confined to 
the agenda to elections and to nego¬ 
tiations over Us procedures — in 
response to the Israeli government's 
plan — contravenes what we were 
notified (by the American adminis¬ 
tration) regarding its commitment- 
to the statement made by Shnltz 
which contained a reference to open 
agenda for the dialogue and the 
right of the Palestinians and any 
other party to raise any issue, in- 
doffing Palestinian for 

an m*p«iJwit Palestinian state. 

8. We wooden Does the iLS. admi¬ 
nistration realise that no Palestinian 
delegation would be able to come to 
the negotiating table without being 
fiord and declared by the PLO? 
What would be the compulsory ~ 
means deployed to bring an y 
Palestinian outside this framework? 

The PLO, referring to the Palesti¬ 
nian peace strategy and the Arab 
Casablanca summit resolutions. 
wonMHke to reiterate its willingness 
to seriously contribute to the inter- 


Baker. the American, Israeli and 
Egyptian foreign mini sters should 
meet to organise an opening ses¬ 
sion of Palestinian-Israeli talks. 
Palestinian officials said that the 
U.S. did not expect the PLO ro 
play a direct role in the process, 
and that its pan would be con¬ 
fined to “confidentially” advising 
Egypt on the names. 

(Continued on page 3) 


national efforts exerted to push the : 
peace process forward. 

Stemming from thk the PLO can 
accept to deal with Baker's plan, 
pot forward oa Nov. 6, only accord¬ 
ing to resolutions endorsed by the 
PLO Central Council (held last 
October) as following: 

a. Its readiness to conduct a 
dialogue between a delegation from 
the PLO. representing the Palesti¬ 
nian people inside and outside the 
occupied Palestinian land, and an 
Israeli delegation. 

b. The dialogue’s agenda shook! 
be open and without prior preeondi- ! 
tions and each delegation should be | 
able to raise any issues, jnehuffag 
elections in tbe occupied territories 
and the Egyptian-proposed 10 
points, in accordance to Shultz’ 
statement issued Sept. 16, 1988. 

c. The dialogue would be con¬ 
ducted under foe auspices of the 
United Nations and die five perma¬ 
nent members of the Security Coun¬ 
cil, Egypt and Sweden. 

d. Tbe dialogue should be a pre¬ 
liminary step towards the convening 
of an international peace conference 
on the Middle East which should 
convene under the auspices of the 
United Nations and on the basis 
Inte rnatio nal legitimacy and (UJi.) 
resolutions, and win be attended 
byb the five permanent members of 
the United Nations Security Council 
and afl the parties concerned, in¬ 
cluding tbe FIX), the^ole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
peopk- 


3 Palestinians 
shot and killed 


EC seeks to expand 
dialogue with Arabs 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies)—Israeli troops 
killed two Palestinians during a 
raid on a West Bank village Fri¬ 
day and a 12-year-old Bethlehem 
boy died four months after being 
shot by an Israeli settler. 

Mohammad A1 Kamel’s death 
in a Jerusalem hospital after 
months on a life-support system 
prompted a protest strike in 
Bethlehem, the Biblical birth¬ 
place of Jesus, three days before 
Christmas. 

Palestinian and Israeli sources 
said he was shot by a settler who 
had been stoned by schoolchil¬ 
dren while driving through Beth¬ 
lehem early in August. 

' In the northern West Bank 
village of Jaba, the army said 
troops shot dead a woman who 
attacked them with a knife when 
they entered a house looking for 
a wanted Palestinian. 

It said troops shot dead one 
youth and wounded seven others 
during subsequent dashes with 
stone-throwing protesters. 

The family said the youth, Iyad 
Mohammad Saladhah, 18, died of 
chest wounds while on the way to 
hospital. 

Kamel was die 600th Arab 
killed by Israeli troops or settlers 
during the two-year-old Palesti¬ 
nian uprising according to an 
unoffidal count by Reuters. 

Papal message 

Pope John Paul Friday called 
for a Palestinian homeland and 
urged Israel to respect justice and 
dialogue. 

In his annual Christmas 
address to cardinals at die Vati¬ 
can, the pontiff said the Palesti¬ 
nians living in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip still did not 
have their own home, ‘‘a country 
in which they can feel citizens 
with full rights." 

He prayed that God “will allow 
them soon to have their rights 
recognised and their legit imat e 
aspirations fulfilled.” 

But the pontiff also warned 
Palestinians against “the tempta¬ 
tion of blind violence, which 
brings only destruction and 
death.” 

He said the Israelis were tom 
“between concern for their own 


security and the duty to respect 
justice and to open up to dia¬ 
logue. I hope that they will know 
how to work together among 
themselves and with the interna¬ 
tional community, courageously 
following tiie path of fairness.” 

He also expressed hope .that 
the different groups in Lebanon 
would learn to live together in 
mutual understanding. 

■ On Thursday, Israeli troops 
shot and killed two Palestinians 
after soldiers were stoned as they 
tried to arrest uprising activists in 
a West Bank village, the army 
said. 

Five other Palestinians, two of 
them women, suffered gunshot 
wounds in tbe incident, reports 
said. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 17 
Palestinians were shot and 
wounded in scattered stone- 
throwing clashes with Israeli 
troops, reports said. 

Also Thursday, more than ISO 
Palestinian university administra¬ 
tors and professors launched a 
campaign to demand Israel to 
reopen colleges and universities 
dofed by the army almost since 
the start of the uprising. 

■ At an organisational meeting, 
the group said that the closures in 
the West Bank and Gaza since 
January 1988 were depriving 
42,000 Palestinians of an educa¬ 
tion and seriously damaging the 
finances of the institutions. 

“We are being banned from a 
basic right, access to schools and 
universities." Adib Khatib, a vice 
president at A1 Najah University 
in Nablus, told the meeting in 
Jerusalem. "This collective 
punishment must be brought to 
an end.” 

Tbe deaths occurred in Beit 
Funk. 

The victims, Ayesh Wajeeb 
■Khatatbch, 17, and Zahi Tawfik 
Hmmani. 21, both were struck in 
the head, reports said. 

In Bethlehem, soldiers putting 
up strings of coloured lights for 
Qttistmas eve chair services were 
stoned by Palestinian youths, wit¬ 
nesses said. 

Tbe soldiers were decorating 
because Palestinian municipal 
officials have cancelled Christmas 
festivities in solidarity with the 
uprising. 


PARIS (Agencies) — The Euro¬ 
pean Community (EC) said Fri¬ 
day the best way to sustain its 
dialogue with the Arab World 
was to abandon attempts to find 
common positions on political 
problems. 

French Foreign Minister Ro¬ 
land Dumas, relaunching the dia¬ 
logue at a symbolic Paris meeting 
(rf foreign ministers, said such 
unrealistic ambitions were the 
main reason why previous efforts 
broken down in 1983. 

“Far from helping us under¬ 
stand each other, which is the 
very purpose of the dialogue, this 
practice proved to be a brake on 
its development,” Dumas said in 
a speech as chairman of the 12- 
nation ECs council of ministers. 

“The truth is we did not tackle 
the task very well... where there 
should have been an open ex¬ 
change based on a responsible 
political will, we locked ourselves 
into a straitjacket,” he added. 

Omani Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Yousef Ben Ala- 
wi Abdallah, speaking for the 22 
Arab League members, acknow¬ 
ledged that full Euro-Arab 
accord would not be possible for 
the moment. 

But be added, “the Arab states 
still expect Europe’s political 
position (on the Middle East con¬ 
flict) to develop in a positive 
direction... in line with the 
aspirations of tbe Palestinian peo¬ 
ple for their own state.” 

In their speeches the two minis¬ 


ters adopted the compromise 
which EC and Arab experts 
reached Thursday on the future 
structures of the dialogue. 

The Arabs had wanted to set a 
programme for regular ministe¬ 
rial meetings like the one in Paris. 

The Europeans opposed this 
on the grounds that it would be 
too cumbersome and 
bureaucratic. 

The compromise is that 
“troikas” of only three ministers 
on each side will bold formal 
meetings once a year but may 
convene fell meetings of all 34 
stats if they felt it was needed. 

Tbe French hosts have deliber¬ 
ately given the Friday talks an 
open-ended agenda but Dumas 
said the main themes would be 
tbe Arab-Israeli conflict, the 
Lebanon problem and bow to 
turn the ceasefire between Iran 
and Iraq into a permanent peace. 

Bnt events in Romania 
threatened to disrupt the agenda. 
The EC ministers were holding 
an unscheduled meeting in the 
afternoon hours after Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu was 
swept from power. 

Four Arab states asked the EC 
Friday to lift sanctions imposed 
on Libya and Syria in 1986 and 
France said the Community 
would review the measures as 
soon as possible. 

Oman, Egypt, Morocco and 
Saudi Arabia made the request, 
a French spokesman said. 
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CC calls for Gulf PoW release 11 «■>»««*» »*«« brum 


; MUSCAT (AP) — The leaders of the six Arab states 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Thursday 
' called on Iran and Iraq to release their prisoners of 
war “without delay 1 ’ as a concrete step toward a 

• permanent peace treaty. 

* The statement Was included in by die 8-year Gulf war that ended 
s . the communique released at the in a ceasefire in August" 1988. 

, end of a 4-day annual summit. But relations with Iran were a 
At a press conference after the key summit topic, 
final session Omani Information Rowas, noting that Iran was a 
' Minister Abdul Aziz Ibn Moham- neighbour and fellow Islamic 
; mad Rowas said the United Na- country, said "all hands of 
tions should take up the matter of friendship will be extended to it.'*. 
' die American military in t erven- The co mmuni que said the spirit 

tion in Pan ama . of increased international coop- 

“The Gulf Cooperation Coun- era tion should be harnessed to 
( dl believes in the principle of 6ght illiteracy, disease and en- 
1 peaceful’dialogue between coun- vironmental pollution. 

'tries and the non-intervention in Attending the 10th summit 
the internal affairs of any coun- were host Sultan Qaboos of 
■’try,” Rowas said. Oman, Sheikh Isa Salman A1 

The GCC communique said Khalifa of Bahrain, Sheikh Jabar 
the United Nations should bolster AJ Ahmad A1 Sabah of Kuwait, 
'its efforts for direct peace talks Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad A1 
between the Gulf war belligerents Thani of Qatar, King Fahd of 
and supported Arab League Saudi Arabia and Sheikh Zayed 
efforts to eud the factional fight- Ibn Sultan AJ Nahayan of the 
ing in Lebanon. United Arab Emirates. 

The Gulf leaders declared sup- Relations with Tehran were a 
port for the intifada, the 2->tar- central topic of the 10th annual 
' old Palestinian uprising against GCC s ummi t, although the com- 
1 Israel's occupation of the West munique did not specifically refer 
Bank and Gaza Strip. to the issue. 

The co mmuni que did not men- “This is an important subject,” 
tion specifically the Gulf states’ GCC Secretary-General Abdul- 
own relations with Iran, bruised lah Bishara said at a news confer¬ 


ence after the final session jointly 
held with Rowas. 

“We have joint interests. I am 
sure these horizons will be better 
in the future," Bishara, a 
Kuwaiti, added. 

The GCCs leading member, 
Saudi Arabia, has had no rela¬ 
tions with Iran since 1988, when 
Riyadh severed ties with Tehran 
citing its involvement in temnism 
and subversion. 

Conference sources said the 
kingdom was discussing possible 
Omani mediation in restoring 
ties. Muscat has maintain ed .good 
relations with Iran despite the 
strains between the Islamic Re¬ 
public and other GCC member 
states, especially before the Golf 
war ceasefire took hold on Aug. 
20. 1988. 

King Fahd was staying on after 
the conference for one or two 
days, but Rowas said it had no 
connection with Riyadh-Tehran 
relations. 

“There is no doubt that rela¬ 
tions with Iran are especially im¬ 
portant for all countries in the 
GCC,” Bahraini Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Sheikh Mohammad Ibn 
Mubarak A1 Khalifa, said in an 
interview. “We are always seek¬ 
ing normal and better relations 
with Iran.” 

He said the GCC wanted to 
ease tensions in the area, secure 
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nighttime maritime tr affic in the 
waterway and assure non-in¬ 
terference in each other’s internal 
affaire. 

The communique urged U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to pursue the stalled 
negotiations between Iran and 
Iraq. 

The leaders also “called for tire 
release of prisoners of war and 
their return to their countries 
without delay.” 

An estimated 100,000 prisoners 
are held by both sides, according 
to diplomats and U.N. officials. 
Efforts by the International Com¬ 
mittee of the Red Cross to secure 
their release have only resulted in 
the exchange of about 400 
wounded and disabled men. 

Bishara said the GCC leaders 
stressed their commitment to a 
joint defence policy without 
going into details 

The leaders called for in¬ 
creased economic cooperation 
among member states, including 
a commitment to work toward a 
common tariff barrier. 

Bishara said such a tariff could 
be implemented within three 
years. Trade talks with the Euro¬ 
pean Community on the tariffs 
levied against the Gulfs pet¬ 
rochemical products are hinged 
on the area’s tariff structure. 


4 relief 
workers die 
in downed 
Sudanese 
plane 

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Four 
people, including a doctor and a 
nurse being evacuated from a 
southern Sudanese town, have 
died when their light plane was 
shot down, a United Nations 
source said. 

In the Sudanese capital Khar¬ 
toum, a statement by the Armed 
Forces General Co mman d ac¬ 
cused rebels belonging to the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
of downing the plane with a 
SaM-7. 

The U.N. source, who declined 
to be identified, said the twin- 
engine- Britten-Norman Islander 
bad just aken off from Awefl for 
Khartoum when it was downed 
by ground fixe, killing all aboard. 

Awefl, about 950 kilometres 
south west of Khartoum, is a 
government garrison town said to 
be surrounded by rebels'of the 
SPLA. 

The source said three of the 
victims were French nationals, 
the fourth a Sudanese. He was 
unable to provide names, but said 
the doctor and nurse worked for 
Doctors Without Frontiers, a 
French organisation. 

The Sudanese army statement 
said the plane’s four passengers 
were “humanitarian messengers 
who devoted their lives to the 
service of man in his most diffi¬ 
cult times.” 

It said the shooting down of the 
plane was aimed at undermining 
peace efforts and destabilising the 
country. 

The plane belonged to the 
Sudanese government, the U.N. 
source said. 

The rebels have been battling 
the Muslim-dominated govern¬ 
ment in Khartoum for six years in 
an effort to win greater autonomy 
and economic benefits for the 
largely Christian south. 
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'Yemens intensifying work for unity 9 

SANAA (R) — North and South- Yemen are stepping up 
preparations for unification. President Haider Abu Bakr A1 Attas 
of Marxist South Yemen said in remarks published Friday. “Time 
is limited and requires continuous and intensified efforts,” be told 
the North Yemeni weekly September 26 in an interview. Last 
month the two Yemens signed a draft unity constitution which will 
go before legislatures for ratification. “We should not wait until 
the day of declaring the united country to do everything,” Attas 
said. “We can start with merging whatever we can merge now 
after completing all necessary measures.” 

King Fahd to visit Bahrain 

KUWAIT (R) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia will visit Bahrain, 
probably Saturday, to try to mediate in its long-simmering 
territorial dispute with Qatar,'a Kuwaiti newspaper said. Quoting 
informed Gulf sources, AJ Anba said King Fahd had been asked 
to mediate by leaden of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
who ended a summit meeting in Oman Thursday. Bahrain and 
Qatar both claim the Hawar Islands and the territorial waters 
between tbe two countries which are believed to straddle 
important gas deposits. In April, 1986, Qatar invaded the nearfay 
Fasbt A1 Dibal coral reef after Bahrain began building a 
coastguard station and detained 29 Bahraini workers for 17 days. 
Bahrain and Qatar, are members of the GCC along with Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Oman and the United Arab Emirates. 

7 executed in Saudi Arabia 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia Friday beheaded six foreigners— 
from Jordan, Syria and Turkey — and a Saudi national for drug 
smuggling and murder, tbe state-run media said. Five men with 
the same family nam e but of Jordanian and Syrian nationality 
were beheaded by the sword after Friday prayers in Ar’ar, tbe 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) quoted an‘Interior Ministry statement 
as saying. Ar*ar is a town on Saudi Arabia’s northern border with 
Iraq. Saudi Arabia has executed at least 94 people, mostly 
foreigners this year, according to official counts. The ministry said 
the supreme court had sentenced tbe men,-found guflty of drug 
trafficking, to die “by striking die neck of each with the sword 
until death.” Mustafa Ozugit of Turkey was also beheaded after 
being convicted of drug charges, while Saudi Mubarak Saeed Ai 
Shahrani was executed for dubbing a man to death, Riyadh Radio 
said. SPA, which did not mention of the condemned Saudi, 
quoted the ministry as warning that “die same punishment and 
destiny” awaits anyone caught drug trafficking. 

4 held after Israel snack poisoning 

TEL AVIV (AP) —Two Israelis were hospitalised after eating a 
snack laced with insecticide Thursday and four Arab workers at 
the snack shop were picked up for questioning, police said. The 
two workers for the Israel Electric Company here fell ill after 
eating a falafel. Doctors at Hadassah Hospital said Rami Kastel 
was rushed to the emergency room in “serious but stable” 
condition and his co-worker Yitzhak Sasson was in fair condition 
after they were poisoned by an insecticide known here as “nerve 
gas.” Sasson was discharged a few hours later and Kastel was 
admitted to a recovery unit in stable condition, doctors later said. 
Sasson told Israel Radio he tasted the falafel and Kastel took a 
bigger bite, but them both threw the food away because it smelled 
funny. “We went back to work and then he (Kastel) told me he 
felt dizzy,” Sasson said. “I felt something was not right.” Sasson 
added he retrieved foe falafel from the trash and raced to foe 
hospital with KasteL “The diagnosis is poisoning,, apparently by 
insecticide of tbe organic phosphate. type, or what foe public calls 
nerve gas,” Dr. Chaim Granot of Hadassah said on the radio. 


Prague considers ties with Israel 

PRAGUE (AP) — Czechoslovakia’s new reform government has 
taken foe first steps toward normalising diplomatic relations with 
Israel after a 22-year hiatus, a deputy premier said Thursday. First 
Deputy Premier Valtr Komarek, speaking to reporters at a 
briefing after a cabinet meeting, said foe ministers had “discussed 
foe preparations for negotiations over diplomatic relations with 
South Korea and Israel.” Czechoslovakia and most other Soviet 
Bloc nations with foe exception of Romania broke diplomatic ties 
with Israel in 1967. Israel and Czechoslovakia under its former 
hard-line Communist leaders discussed foe possibility of restoring 
ties, but foe talks last year failed to produce results. Komarek said 
the new government planned to resame negotiations. Foreign 
Minister Jiri Dienstbier “is to prepare concrete measures and 
proposals for tbe negotiations of this question with ferae],” 
Komarek said without providing details. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Wes¬ 
terners held hostage in Leba¬ 
non can look forward to cake, 
carols and cards this Christmas 
but not the freedom they de¬ 
sperately desire. 

Right Americans, four Bri¬ 
tons, two Swiss and two West 
Germans are alive and well, 
fundamentalist and senior pro- 
Syrian militia sources told 
Reuters Friday. 

They could not confirm the 
condition of the 17th missing 
Westerner, Italian Alberto 
Mohnari who vanished in 1986. 

“Christmas has always been 
a special occasion for foe hos¬ 
tages and their captors,” a 
pro-Iranian fundamentalist 
source dose to the captors 
said. 

“On thqt day the kidnappers 
cease to play the hostage-cap¬ 
tor game. They try hard to 
entertain their captives. They 
offer them Christmas cakes, 
play carols on tape recorders 
and. at times,the guards give 
them greeting cards and flow¬ 
ers,” he said. 

“Of course, alcohol is not 
served and there are no tur¬ 
keys, but the hostages usually 
have a special meal on Christ¬ 
mas Eve.” 

Most are held by kidnappers 
loyal to Tehran and affiliated 
to the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God). The group 
has denied any link to hostage- 
taking. 

Tbe sources said, many hos¬ 
tages would spend Christinas 
in new cells after being moved 
recently. 

They said three captives, 
who were not identified, bad 
been taken from Beirut’s 
Shi’ite southern suburbs, an 
extremist hotbed, to foe Sy¬ 
rian-held Bekaa Valley in east¬ 
ern Lebanon. 

They were moved last month 
after hundreds more Syrians 
poured into the suburbs in 
preparation for a possible 
thrust to oust General Michel 
Aoun. 

“Same of the hostages were 
transferred to remote locations 
because foe captors wanted to 
move freely and with large 
numbers of -Syrian troops 
around that was not possible,” 
one source said. - 

The sources said some .hos¬ 
tages had been moved to other 
hideouts in the suburbs - where 
there were fewer Syrian 
troops. 

They said two were taken to 
a shell-pocked apartment 
building in the Mar hfikhad 
neighbourhood near the 
“green line.” 

The sources said the two 
Swiss nationals, Emmanuel 
Christen and Elio Erxiquez, 
were detained at the Palesti¬ 
nian refugee camp of Ain Al 
HUweh near Sidon by mem¬ 
bers of tire Fateh Revolution¬ 
ary Council (FRC), which is 
led by Abu Nidal. 

The FRC has denied any 
.links to the kidnapping. 


The sources said many of 
those who masterminded foe 
abductions had recently, re¬ 
turned to Lebanon after b eing 
summoned to Tehran last snm- 
mer. They gave no foxther 
detafls. - ’. 

Muslim security sources said 
foe well-trained and extremely, 
secretive captors receive direct 
orders-from Tehran. They de¬ 
scribed them as diehard and 
highly-committed. 

“The guards ajre made upof. 
several units. Ea c h member of 
one group does not know any- 
riiin-g about other units,” one 
' source said. “They are. also 
replaced periodically."- - _ 

“This is done for two 
reasons: The first is for security 
reasons as the less everyone 
knows tbe better. The second 
is that the guards will not 
spend a long time with-one 
hostage and develop a weak¬ 
ness for him.” 

For some hostages this 
Christinas will be their fifth in 
captivity and prospects of free¬ 
dom are sill remote. 

“Apparently, there is no 
rapprochement between the 
United States and Iran." said 
one Muslim leader who re¬ 
quested anonymity. 

“No major developments 
are expected before a break¬ 
through in U.S.-Iranian rela¬ 
tions.” 

Meanwhile the family of 
Irishman Brian Keenan, mis¬ 
sing in Lebanon for more than 
three years, sent him Christ 
ma’s greetings Friday and 
hoped that 1990 “wiQ at last 
see your release and 'return 
home to your family in Ire¬ 
land.” 

The letter was distributed by 
the Irish consulate in Beirut 
and published by the indepen¬ 
dent An Nahar daily in Arabic. 

“At this special time of year, 
although yon cannot be with 
us, you are on our minds and in 
onr hearts. Your mother sends 
her love. She misses you more 
than words can say,” the mes¬ 
sage said. 

“You are also loved _and 
* missed by your sisters Brenda 
and Elaine, and your nieces 
Joanne, Cheriy. Jfaneen, and 
Ashjeigh,” it added. 

- - Keenan, 39, an English-lan¬ 
guage teacher at tbe American 
University of Beirut, was kid¬ 
napped in west Beirut on April 
11, 1986. 

- There has been rib word of 
Keenan since his abduction. 
No group has claimed respon¬ 
sibility or made any demands 
for hfe release. ■ 

Keenan, who hails from Bel¬ 
fast in British-ruled Northern 
Ireland, hold Irish and British 
nationality. 

Besides Keenan, 17 other 
Westerners are missing .in 
Lebanon — eight. Americans, 
four Britons, two West Ger¬ 
mans, two Swiss and an itaMafl.. 
Most are believed to be hfcld by 
pro-Iranian Shi’ite iftrsfim 
militant s. 


U.S. rules out talks with Soviets on Cyprus 


NICOSIA, Cyprff (AP) — Nel¬ 
son Ledsky, the U.S. State De¬ 
partment coordinator for Cyprus, 
ended a five-day visit Friday after 
ruling out discussions on foie war- 
divided Mediterranean island be¬ 
tween American and Soviet 
leaders. 

But he raised hopes that stalled 
negotiations between President 
George Vassiliou, the Greek 
Cypriot leader, and Turkish Cyp¬ 
riot leader Rauf Denktash will 
resume early next year. 

“As a matter of principle and 
as a matter of practice, we do not 
discuss tbe Cyprus problem with 
foe Soviet Union and prefer not 
to do so,” he told reporters late 
Thursday after a final meeting 


with Vassiliou. 

He was commenting on a state¬ 
ment by Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze in Brussels 
earlier this week that he intended 
to raise the Cyprus problem when 
be meets U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker HI next month. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
July 1974, when the Turkish army 
invaded following a short-lived. 
Athens-backed coup by suppor¬ 
ters of union with Greece. 

The Turks seized the northern 
one-third of the island. 

Tbe United Nations declared 
foe statelet illegal and only Tur¬ 
key recognises it. An estimated 
30,000 Turkish troops remain 
there despite U.N. Resolutions 
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light to moderate. In Aqaba, winds win 
be northerly moderate seas calm. 

Min ./max temp. 

Amman. 4/16 

Aqaba. 9/22 

Deserts. 2/17 

Jordan Valley. 9/21 

Yesterday's high te mp er a t ur e s: Am¬ 
man 14. Aqaba 21. Humidity readings: 
Amman 55 per cent. Aqaba 40 per 
Cent. 
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calling for their withdrawal. 

Vassiliou has been pressing for 
a more active role by the United 
Nations Security Council, parti¬ 
cularly its five permanent mem¬ 
bers — foe United States, the 
Soviet Union, China, Britain and 
France—to help break the dead¬ 
locked negotiations with De¬ 
nktash. 

Cyprus government spokesman 
Aids Farms welcomed Shevard¬ 
nadze’s statement and said: “If 
this really happens, then ft cer¬ 
tainly constitutes progress in the 
right direction and a contribution 
to the efforts being made for the 
promotion of a just and viable 
solution of foe Cyprus problem." 

Ledsky said tie met VassQiou 
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and Denktash separately : and 
concentrated on revivingtiietalks. 
aimed at reunifying the island in a 
bizonal federation. 

The talks began in September 
1988 under U.N. auspices. But 
they have been deadlocked since 
June when Denktash rejected 
draft proposals by ILNv--Secret¬ 
ary-General Javier Perez de . 
Cuellar to be used as guidelines 
for • future discussions. Vassiliou 
accepted them. 

The impasse hardened last 
September when Debktash de¬ 
manded the adoption of. a joint , 
“declaration of intent,” amount' 
ing to recognition of ibis-break¬ 
away state, as a precondition for. 
resuming the talks. 
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Uf ZARQA (Pctra)—The National- 
j ^-jifedical- Institute (NMX) has pre- 
pared a system for improving 

- '.bosjpnral services and providing 
if services at minimum cost to the 
^ pttbBc, according to NMI Direo 
='-f Kff-General Abdul Salam A1 Ma- 
•v'.jaB.- , - - .■ ■ - 

i- The NMT is also in the process 
. • of tmifying medical services at all 
l/ -hospitals and isgoingahead with.' 
". dans for raising qualifications of 
sttffrMajali said Thursday during 
—!atourx>fthc hospitals in Zarqa 
■ ■ -_fcgjoru“ 

v f . He .said the NMI was studying 
die project of actively partid- 
; dating in. the teaching -process 
*.- ,n oRicr to raise the standards of 
4 tranung at nursing colleges and 

- Jacobies, of medicine and 
pbarniacy jh Jordanian universi- 

. ikfc The NMI aims to be the sole 
employer of graduates from these 
‘ institutions in the Kingdom, Ma- 



MajaH announced that the field 


AMU Sahm MafrM 

hospital in Zarqa and die govern¬ 
ment hospital m the dtp would 
.merge under a unified budget and 
administration. The administra¬ 
tions of-the two hospitals will 
meet Wednesday to discuss the 
merger and to pave the ground 
for improved services, Majali 
said. 

The NMI director toured the 
hospitals and was briefed on their 
operation. 

The field hospital, one of the 
oldest in the country, was estab¬ 
lished by the Armed Forces. It 
has 200 beds and the Zarqa gov¬ 
ernment hospital has 260 beds. 



time and place with the concerned institutions. 


if- An art exhibition by artists from Jordan »«mI other Arab 

- countries at A1 Wasiti GaBoy, Plaza Hotel. 

☆- The youths art exhibition at the Spanish Cnltnnil Centre. 

"ir AB exhibition entitled “The Bine Rider** at the Yannonk 
. University. 

☆ A, plastic art exhibition by Arq A1 Hawaii and Ibrahim 

- Nabahneh at the Universit y of Jordan. 

if AnexhibitioD on pnbfic education at the Soviet Guttural Centre. 
* The Arab Cooperation Condi (ACC) youths art exhibition at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Christmas Services in English: 

-Sunday,- December 24 at 8 am. 

- ? Holy-Communion with Christmas Carols. 


Sunday, December 24/25 at 11:30 p.m. 

MIDNIGHT MASS OF THE NATIVITY 


Monday, December 25 at 11 a.m. 
Family Communion 


On the occasion of 




Christmas and New Year VAy, 


SUBAIH FOR GARMENTS 

th Circle - Bayader Wadi El Seer, main 
teef, — Opp. the Mosque — Tel. 823485 

SALE 10%-30% 

Winter and sport clothes 
for all the family 

lacoste. benetton, BOSS, 
NIKE, adidas 

^ Open Friday from 10:00 ajn. - 7 p.m. 

Visa card Is accepted 



Labour 

ministers 

adopt 

cooperation 

measures 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministers of 
labour and social development in 
the four-member Arab Coopera¬ 
tion Council (ACC) countries 
have ended a two-day meeting in 
Amman' after adopting measures 
designed to promote cooperation 
among the four in matters related 
to vocational training, social 
security and employment of 
workers from Egypt, Jordan, Iraq 
and North Yemen. 

Summing up the deliberations 
and resolutions at the closing 
session. Minister of Labour 
Qaseem Obeidat said the minis¬ 
ters had reviewed technical com¬ 
mittee reports on various topics 
on the agenda before reaching 
decisions. 

The ministers approved a re¬ 
port on cooperation in vocational 
and technical training and on 
unifying curricula, programmes, 
terms and systems in such train¬ 
ing, Obeidat said. 

He said that a vocational train¬ 
ing school in Amman had been 
selected to provide training to 
vocational supervisors and in¬ 
structors in the four countries. 



Music students exhibit talents 


Qaseem Obeidat 

An institute for occupational 
safety training based in Egypt has 
been designated as a centre for 
instructing workers on safety, 
according to Obeidat. 

He said the ministers agreed on 
other measures designed to 
promote cooperation involving 
workers* statistics, social security 
and legislation. 

At the end of the meetings. 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
received in his office the Egyptian 
-Minister of Social Development 
and Social Security Amal Oth- 
man. She conveyed to the prime 
minister a verbal message from 
his Egyptian counterpart Atef 
Sidki. Badran and Othman re¬ 
viewed the outcome of the labour 
ministers meeting in Amman and 
bilateral cooperation in matters 
concerning ACC workers. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — About 130 
students of the various sections of 
the National Music Conservatory 
(NMC) wfl] have the chance to 
display their talents at a public 
performance Saturday Dec. 23 in 
the presence of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

The performance will take the 
form of a general group lesson to 
be given at the Royal Cultural 
Centre between 3 JO and 4:30 
p.m. The overall objective of the 
performance is to assess the 
achievements of NMC students at 
the end of the first term of the 
academic year 1989-1990. 

The programme will include 
the following: 

1. Eighteen students of wood¬ 
wind and brass instruments will 
play four short classical pieces. 

2. String instrument students, 
who are taught according to the 
Rolland method, will perform in 
five groups, each of which has 


between nine and 19 students 
whose ages and abilities are 
homogenous. 

3. Guitar students will give a 
short performance lasting three 
minutes; the guitar programme 
was introduced at the beginning 
of the current academic year. 

4. Advanced violin student 
Lara Jammal, accompanied at the 
piano by Irena Vladermiziova 
Sharpan. will perform the adagio 
and allegro movements of 
Handl’s Sonata No. 3 in F Major. 

5. The 27-member National 
Music Conservatory String 
Orchestra, consisting of third- 
year and fourth-year students, 
will play pieces by Pleyel, Handel 
and Beethoven, as well as an 
arrangement by John Caponegro 
called ‘'International Jingle 
Bells”. They will be conducted by 
NMC Director Kifah Fakhouri. 

6. The last item in the program¬ 
me will be a performance by 10 


Arabic music students under the 
direction of Yusra Amita, coordi¬ 
nator of the Arab music program¬ 
me at the Conservatory. 

Out of the Conservatory’s total 
student body of 183 in the first 
term of this academic year, 131 
students, ranging in age between 
three and IS years, will take pan 
in Saturday’s performance; they 
will be watched by their fellow- 
students, as well as their parents, 
relatives and friends. 

In addition to giving music 
instruction to its student body, 
the Conservatory is currently 
conducting the following prog¬ 
rammes: 

1. A three-year training 
course for nine members of the 
Sultam Orchestra in Oman, 

2. A one-year training course 
for 55 music teachers in the basic 
education cycle in Jordanian gov¬ 
ernment schools (the first ten 
years) who will, upon completion 


of their training at the Conserva¬ 
tory, assume the responsibility of 
training other Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion music teachers. 

The first term started Sept. 2 
and ended Dec. 21. The second 
term will begin 1990 and continue 
until March 31, 1990. The Con¬ 
servatory’s academic year con¬ 
sists of three terms. 

In the second term, the Con¬ 
servatory will introduce the fol¬ 
lowing programmes: 

1. A piano course for advanced 
students who have achieved the 
equivalent of grade five in the 
Associated Board of the Royal 
Schools of Music in the United 
Kingdom. 

2. An accordion course for 
beginners, especially those be¬ 
longing to the Circa ussi an com¬ 
munity in Jordan. 

3. A choir and opera sin gin g 
course for beginners and adv¬ 
anced students of all ages. 


Jordan to establish 
centre for pilgrims 


Jordan seeks to boost 
ties with arid zone centre 



TRIBES VOICE SUPPORT: Delegations representing bedouin 
tribes in southern Jordan and the northern Ajloun district called on 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran Thursday to voice their total 
support for the government's measures designed to further create 
atmosphere of freedom and democracy in the Kingdom. Speakers 
at the meeting with the Prime Minister said the Jordanian people 
were deeply satisfied with the government’s policies but are 
de manding further steps to enhance the democratic atmosphere 
and cany out the economic reform programme that would enable 
the country face present difficulties. Badran renewed his govern¬ 
ment’s pledge to work hand in hand with the legislative authority 
and to shoulder its responsibility. The prime minister said that 
dose cooperation between the two authorities and support from 
the public are bound to achieve the aspired goals. (Petra) 

PARLIAMENT TO MEET SUNDAY: Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment Speaker Suleiman Arar has called the House to meet Sunday. 
The House is scheduled to start debates of the government policy 
statements before taking a confidence vote Dec. 30. (Petra) 

NATIONAL DOCUMENTATION WEEK: The Department of 
libraries Documentation and National Archives (DLDNA) is 
preparing to hold a national documentation week in the last week 
of December. Besides displaying books, documents and manu¬ 
scripts, the "department w£Q display photographs and other mate- 
trials higfilightitfg Jordan’s cultural development since the outbreak 
of the Great : Arab Revolt. Seminars that will discuss the cultural 
movements will also be organised. (Petra) 

[aCC TRADE, ECONOMY MEETING: Ministers of trade, 
f economy and supply in the four-member Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) countries will hold their second meeting Saturday 
in Baghdad. The two-day meeting will deal with the implementa¬ 
tion of the economic agreements which the ACC leaders signed in 
their last summit in Sana'a, North Yemen. The conferees will 
discuss the recommendations die ACC economic experts commit¬ 
tee prepared at the conclusion of their meetings in Baghdad 
Thursday. (Petra) 

ARAB POLICE DAY: Arab police day was observed in Madaba 
Thursday with a celebration attended by Public Security Depart¬ 
ment (PSD) Director Fadel Ali Fnheid and other senior police 
officers. The celebration included national and folkloric dances and 
songs and poetry recitals. The PSD chief delivered a speech at the 
ceremony paying tribute to the sacrifices offered by police officers 
to ensure security for the Jordanian people. 

MAYORS APPROVED: The Cabinet has approved the appoint¬ 
ment of Turin Farfaan Hussein Bam Hani as mayor of Kafr Youba 
township, Ahmad Rsheid A1 Hawaii as mayor of That Ras and 
Sbaqira, Khalaf Mahmoud Afaodi Bawati as mayor of Waqqas 
township, and Hflal A1 Th ahfr Al Saleh as mayor of Idis township. 
(Petra) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis¬ 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
plans to set up an operations 
room in Mecca and another in 
Medina for die 1990 pilgrimage 
season so as to coordinate all 
services for the pilgrims and offer 
them assistance during the holy 
rites, according to Minister of 
Awgaf and Islamic Affairs Ali 
Faqir. 

The ministry also plans to com¬ 
bine all the resources of trans¬ 
portation companies and set up a 
national company which will be 
entrusted with providing proper 
transportation and accommoda¬ 
tion service to the pilgrims during 
the pilgrimage seasons, the minis¬ 
ter said. 

The minister was speaking at a 
meeting of representatives of 


transportation companies which 
took part in carrying the pilgrims 
in previous seasons. He said that 
the ministry wants to avoid all 
“shortcomings and mismanage¬ 
ment” of the last season and 
improve services for the pilgrims 
through a unified system to be 
followed by the projected com¬ 
pany. . 

The company, he added, will 
coordinate efforts with the minis¬ 
try's pilgrimage mission that 
handles the pilgrims' affairs and 
provides them with medical and 
other services. 

Besides .arranging transporta¬ 
tion and accommodation, the 
Ministry of Awqaf, also helps the 
pilgrims from the occupied Arab 
lands go to Saudi Arabia during 
the pilgrimage season. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Cooperation 
between Jordan and the Arab 
Centre for the Studay of Arid 
Zones and Dry Lands was re¬ 
viewed at a meeting here between 
Minister of Agriculture Sule iman 
Arabiyat and the centre’s direc¬ 
tor-general, Mohammad Al 
Kbashin. 

The Syria-based centre, found¬ 
ed in 1968, provides assistance to 
Arab countries in increasing food 
production and producing im¬ 
proved wheat and barley. The 
centre also helps to coordinate 
cooperation among Arab states in 
ensuring food security. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Arabiyat said 
Kbashin discussed bilateral coop¬ 
eration. Hie talks focused mainly 
on means of improving Jordan’s 


endeavours to increase lean meat 
production, raising and fattening 
sheep, developing marginal 
areas, setting up agricultural 
nurseries and increasing wheat 
and barley production. 

Petra said Arabiyat urged the 
centre to provide help in develop¬ 
ing areas exposed to drought or 
with poor rain fall. 

Arabiyat also discussed agri¬ 
cultural issues at a separate meet¬ 
ing with the Syrian ambassador to 
Jordan. Recommendations and 
resolutions by the Joint Jorda- 
nian-Syrian Higher Committee 
on agriculture and the initiation 
of joint projects were reviewed 
by the two sides, according to 
Petra. 


PLO firm on naming team to dialogue 


(Continued from page 1). 

They said that even if the PLO 
was to deliver a list of names, its 
role should remain invisible and 
indirect, according to the U.S. 
scenario. But Hourani said that 
the PLO was not accepting such 
conditions, which pose a “threat” 
to the organisation's role. “We 
cannot accept these conditions 
because tiie party that will name 
the delegation can be the party 
which will change the delegation 
and set its position,” Hourani 
said. 

The PLO official said that dan¬ 
gers of authorising a Palestinian 
delegation, which would not have 
a public link with the PLO, in¬ 
clude the possibility of creating 
duplicity in the representation of 
the Palestinian people. ‘'Nomi¬ 
nally and publicly at least, it 
would appear as if there are two 
Palestinian leaderships. The PLO 
just cannot accept to allow the 
creation of a substitute to the 
organisation or to Yasser Ara¬ 
fat,” he said. 

He said there was also the 
possibility that the suggested de¬ 
legation would be seen as a sepa¬ 
rate body and treated as such. 
“How would then the Arab states 
treat the delegation and the 
PLO? Would the Arab govern¬ 
ments start receiving the delega¬ 
tion and, if so, in what capacity? 
As the representative of the 


Pales tinian people?” he asked. 
“It should be clear that any de¬ 
legation would be part of and 
would represent the PLO and not 
a separate entity,” he stressed. 

Hourani, who accompanied 
Arafat on an official visit to Jor¬ 
dan last week, said the PLO was 
going to convey to the Egyptian 
government the organisation’s in¬ 
sistence on publicly naming the 
delegation. 

On Thursday, reports from 
Israel indicated that the tripartite 
foreign ministerial meeting of the 
U.S., Egypt and Israel which is 
expected to take place In 
Washington next month might be 
postponed. 

But, Hourani said that the 
PLO would make it dear to 
Egypt that it would not budge on 
its conditions for the Israeli- 
Palestinian dialogue. 

The PLO has accepted “to deal 
with” the Baker's plan provided 
it retains a central and direct role 
in the process (see box). 

Hourani who took part in 
drafting the PLO’s reply to Bak¬ 
er’s plan, said that there were 
three conditions that the PLO 
would strongly adhere to: 

— First, the PLO should name 
and announce the delegation. 

— Second, the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple's right to self-determination 
will be part of the agenda. 

Third, there would be an inter¬ 


national sponsorship of the dia¬ 
logue. 

In an interview with Israel 
Television Thursday evening. 
Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens said the proposed Israeli- 
Palestinian dialogue would focus 
on the Israeli plan for holding 
elections in the Israeli occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. “We 
do not accept to deal with the 
issues as that of a stateless peo¬ 
ple,” Arens said. 

Hourani said that the PLO 
wanted a prior agreement on 
agenda. “The basis of the dia¬ 
logue should be agreed upon in 
advance,” he said. 

Palestinian sources told the 
Jordan Times that the PLO was 
asked to accept to remain “invisi¬ 
ble’’ in the first stages of the 
peace process, and to play a 
bigger role only after the prop¬ 
osed elections in the occupied 
territories. 


Hourani said the PLO rejects 
such suggestions and insists on a 
full-fledged role right from the 
beginning of the dialogue. “We 
want a full role in all stages of the 
.peace process, starting from the 
very beginning,” he said. 

Arens said Thursday he 
thought he and Baker and Egyp¬ 
tian Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdul Meguid seemed to be 
approaching an agreement when 
they met last month in New 
York. PLO officials have said 
that the organisation would not 
be obliged to accept the outcome 
of the tripartite meeting or any 
agreement if it contravened with 
its stipulations. 

“It is true we have accepted an 
Israeli-Palestinian dialogue, but 
our dealing with Baker’s plan will 
only be in accordance with our 
terms for an Israeli-Palestinian 
dialogue,” Hourani said. 


U.S. police control Panama 

(Continued from page I) Up to 5,000 people we 


were working, most re mainin g 
indoors or milling around the 
streets. 

Several-people in a crowd of 
looters shouted, “Viva Bush, viva 
Bush” as a U.S. military convoy 
carrying a few journalists passed 
by. 


Up to 5,000 people were made 
homeless by the U.S. attack on 
Noriega’s military headquarters. 
Many walked to a U.S.-owned 
high school, carrying everything 
they could into the makeshift 
camp. 

The U.S. southern command 
said 20 U.S. servicemen had died 
since the invasion began. 


Live your real life 

Enjoy yourself 

Let happiness into your life 

For happiness, luck, health, protection, harmony 
and success, 

wear your birth stone 

The most precious gift you can give yourself or your loved ones 
available loose, in 18 or 21 KT. gold. 
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Necklaces, worryheads, ashtrays, clocks and other 
decorative items that cater to all budgets. 

AU Purchases covered with international guarantees 
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Israel’s bankrupt 
policies 


THE current consensus in Washington, Cairo and Tel Aviv, 
whose, three foreign ministers are expected to meet in the 
U.S. next month, is that the peace process in the Middle 
East is once again bogged down. Ostensibly the search for 
peace in the Middle East is stalemated over differences 
about the composition of the Palestinian delegation that is 
supposed to enter into dailogne with the Israeli government 
on the election formula and over an agenda for such talks. 
As a matter of (act the real reason why this latest attempt to 
get the peace process in the Middle East in motion has 
fizzled oat is the same reason why all other previous 
initiatives or plans had failed, whether they were 
American-originated, European-formulated or interna¬ 
tionally-sponsored. The simple explanation for all previous 
stillborn peace proposals is that Israel has no intention 
whatsoever to yield control over Arab territories to the Arab 
side in accordance with U.N. Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338. How else can the world explain the repeated 
abortions of all attempts to resolve the Arab-Isradi con¬ 
flicts, including its Palestinian dimension, at the hands of 
Tel Aviv by one tactic or another. 

Israel is of course a master player when it comes to 
exploitation of International tension spots. With the eyes of 
the powers of the world focused more than ever on the 
events that are taking place in Eastern Europe and. 
Washington flexing its muscles in Latin America and getting 
preoccupied with settling scores with its enemies in the wake 
of its entente with the Soviet Union, it has become easier 
than ever for Tel Aviv to divert attention from the Middle 
East to other regions of the world. Yet as MachiaveHianaQy 
successful such Israeli tactics might be, they remain 
short-sighted. To begin with, the Arab World is consolidat¬ 
ing its ranks through the creation of constellations of Arab 
states united on a more solid basis than ever. The emerging 
Arab groupings have both military and political implica¬ 
tions that Israel would need to reckon with in doe course 
even if it succeeds in temporarily shifting international 
attention from the Arab-Israeii conflicts to other regions of 
the world. As far as Jordan is concealed, Tel Aviv would be 
better advised to realise that It is no longer alone to confront 
the various Israeli designs and conspiracies. Being a founder 
member of the Arab Cooperation Council, which comprises 
also Iraq, Egypt and Yemen, Israel wiD have to answer not 
only to Jordan but also to all these Arab countries, both 
politically and militarily, if it pursues bankrupt policies such 
as “Jordan is Palestine,” or entertains policies of aggression 
against it in a direct or indirect manner. 

Thus while Israel may rejoice in derailing the peace 
process in the Middle East every time an initiative sprouts, 
the future may not be as bright or favourable to it as the 
past. And exploiting international preoccupation with 
events in Eastern Europe or elsewhere in Latin America wOl 
no longer serve the long-term interests of the Israeli people. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Friday urged Parliament to give the new 
government of Prime Minister Mudar Badran a vote of confi¬ 
dence in view of its policy statement and its programmes, which it 
seems determined to carry out. The policy statement contained a 
favourable response to all the demands made by the deputies and 
the public, and contained pledges that the government will pursue 
all efforts to ensure public freedoms and carry out an economic 
reform programme to stimulate the national economy, the paper 
noted. It said that the government should be given the chance to 
prove its stand and cany out the reforms. Indeed, the policy 
statement of the new government has drawn public support and 
deep satisfaction, a sign that the future will carry good ana fruitful 
results of cooperation between the legislative and executive 
authorities in the Kingdom, the paper added. It said that since the 
government is committed to carry oat its programmes which 
initially won Parliament's approval, and since the policy state¬ 
ment contained a pledge that the public demands will be met, 
then it is only fair on the part of Parliament to give the 
government a chance to deal with the social and economic 
situation and execute a programme designed to serve the 
national interest. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily advocates the cause of a 47 
men and women teachers who have been retired at an early age 
and calls on the Ministry of Education to re-examine their cases. 
Sal ah Abdul Samad says that the Ministry of Education retired the 
teachers recently on the ground that they took sick leaves during 
October of 1989, and the retirement mil take effect as of January 
1990. The writer says that the retired group are under 50 years of 
age, and are still able to carry out their duty as best as possible 
and better than their colleagues in some cases. The Ministry of 
Education did not take into consideration that these teachers 
carried report: that they are well and fit for work following a 
period of medical treatment, and took a hasty decision to retire 
them, the writer notes. Since these teachers are not disabled, and 
since they can cany out their work, thanks to advanced medical 
techniques, then it is only fair that they be returned to their jobs 
until they are actually in their sixties, the writer demands. He 
urged Minister of Education Mohammad Hamdan to rescind die 
earlier decision and allow the 47 teachers the chance to return to 
their service. 


Al Dustour daily turned its attention to die Jordanian Palestinian 
relationship in the light of the latest talks held in Amman between 
the two sides. The paper described this relationship as unique, 
and the two peoples of Palestine and Jordan as twins with 
common aspirations and destiny. The paper referred to state¬ 
ments by FLO leader Yasser Arafat in which he attached great 
importance to the continued consultations with the Jordanian 
leadership, and the need to maintain the highest level of 
coordination. 


PLO’s assault of moderation 


id 


By Dan Petreann 


The following article appeared in 
Dec. 15 issue of the Israeli news¬ 
paper, Vie Jerusalem Post 


THIS WEEK, Foreign Minister 
Moshe Arens was widely per¬ 
ceived to have made a serious 
gaffe by merely admitting that be 
expressed interest in the FLO 
position on U.S. Secretary of 
State Baker’s five-point plan. 
Arens and other Likud leaders 
also warned that if, during the 
forthcoming meeting of Israeli 
Egyptian and American foreign 
ministers in Washington, it 
emerges that the PLO is un¬ 
acceptably involved in the current 
peace process, Israel will aban¬ 
don it altogether and seek “other 
venues.” 

This week too, the PLO came 
closer than ever before — 
perhaps as dose as it will ever 
come — to adopting a position 
acceptable to parts of the Israeli 
mainstream. This happened when 
Ham Al Hassan, a top PLO 
official and dose associate of 
Yasser Arafat, told a London 
audience that the organisation 
“has no objection to mutually 
agreed border modifications (in 
the Green Line), insofar as they 
may be necessary for genuine 
Israeli security concerns and 
needs.” 

The Israeli left, which has sup¬ 
ported negotiations with the PLO 
since Arafat recognised Israel a 
year ago, seized upon the state¬ 
ment as proof that, in the words 
of the Citizens Rights Move¬ 
ment’s Dedi Zucker, “We can 
grasp die olive branch, if we only 
want to.” Zucker pointed out 
til at die past few months have 
seen “a dozen other indications” 
— by senior PLO officials Rich as 


Bassam Abu Sharif, Abu Iyad, 
Khaled Al Hassau (Hani’s 
brother) and others — “that the 
PLO has seriously moderated its 

positions.” 

Is all this relevant, however, 
when the Israeli government 
steadfastly maintains that the 
PLO has no role in the diplomatic 
process? Likud leaders insist that 
the Israeli diplomatic initiative, 
notably the proposed elections in 
the territories, were inteodend 
precisely to create an alternative 
leadership to the PLO. By defini¬ 
tion, therefore, the PLO cannot 
be a part of this process, they 

And yet, the Likud knows that 
without PLO approval, and prob¬ 
ably an indirect PLO role, they 
will not get very far in im¬ 
plementing their initiative. Areas 
made this dear this week, when 
he told the Knesset Foreign 
Affairs and Defence Committee 
that he had asked the. U.S. se- 
ceretaxy of state about the PLO 
response to his five-point plan. 
Likud members also, by and 
large, have no illusions regarding 
the outcome of the elections — u 
they are ever held. In the best- 
case scenario, it will be candi¬ 
dates allied with the PLO — as 
opposed to the radicals or the 
Islamic fundamentalists — who 
will be elected. 

“Why do you pretend that the 
Egyptian response is not tied to 
the PLO?” demanded Labour’s 
Uzi Bar&m of Arens. “Do not 
lend a hand to tins insult to our 
intelligence.” 

For two decades, the Likud’s 
answer to this was that “the 
PLO’s hands are stained with 
blood.” This argument, however, 
is easily dismantled: your enemy 
isn't usually pleasant company, 
but you are only harming yourself 
if you deny the chance of making 


peace with him. 

Slowly but surely, the Likud 
has shifted to a mud) more com¬ 
pelling and practical argument: 
talks with the PLO cannot poss¬ 
ibly be fruitful, because the PLO 
insists on an independent Palesti¬ 
nian state, which is something 
Israel cannot grant. Two weeks 
ago, prime Minister Shamir told 
the Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defence Committee just this, 
adding: “I will talk to the devil 
himself, but not to the PLO.” 

There is another Likud posi¬ 
tion, one not shared by all its 
members, but expressed (in con¬ 
fidence) by many: the PLO’s con¬ 
cessions are positive develop¬ 
ments — and the result of the 
Likud's hard line. “We have 
driven them to the latest conces¬ 
sion on border modifications,” 
said one source. 

A prerequisite of this logic, 
however, is that the PLO’s con¬ 
cessions must never be recog¬ 
nised, in order to drive them to 
yet more concessions. The fear of 
many in Israel’s “peace camp” is 
that the Israeli right wOl thus miss 
the optimal point for “reward¬ 
ing” the PLO — die point after 
which the upward trend towards' 
moderation becomes neutralised 
and eventually overshadowed by 
the downward spiral caused by 
frustration. 

Shinui MK Avraham Poraz 
fears that “if the PLO — which 
needs desperately to be able to 
point to diplomatic progress as a 
reward for the Palestinians' sacri¬ 
fices in the intifada — consistent¬ 
ly fails to gain recognition of its 
concessions, the results will be 
very unfortuante for us. The 
pragmatists in the PLO will be 
weakened, and the Islamic fun¬ 
damentalists will be strengthened 
on the Palestinian street." 

What, then, is the optimal 


point? Hasn’t the PLO reached it 
with the statements by Al Has¬ 
san, which virtually ■ bring the 
PLO in line with the Labour 
Party's idea of territorial “com¬ 
promise”? Labour—whose lead¬ 
er, Shimon Peres, had no reac¬ 
tion to the statements — 
apparently believes not, despite 
the continuing calls by Labour 
doves such as Yossi Beilin and 
Ezer Weizman for a reversal of 
the party’s position. 

“The difference between us 
and the Likud is that we do not 
rule out the FLO as a negotiat¬ 
ing partner under all circumst¬ 
ances,” said a highly-placed 
Labour source. “If certain condi¬ 
tions were satisfied, then the 
PLO could be a partner. The 
problem is that we're dill not sure 
what these conditions are. The 
Likud, on the other hand, totally 
rules out the possibility of talks 
with the PLO, using the tautolo¬ 
gical argument that no matter 
what they say or do, it’s not 
sincere, only tactics.” 


Al Hassan tried to allay these 
fears in hft speech bysayingr"We 
know that once we sign the settle¬ 
ment with Israel, it constitutes 
mutual recognition, and we will 
therefore also be renouncing our 
right to any further struggle." 

PLO sources in London said 
they hoped the speech would be 
received as “a very positive step, 
and perhaps a green light to 
negotiations.” 


By I gnarin Kfieh 


COLOMBIAN interest in haltin g 
Israeli involvement with the drug 
batons appears to have been be¬ 
hind the detention in Bogota of 
two Israeli reserve officers and 
the arrest warrant issued against a 
couple of others on charges of 
conspiracy. 

According to the Security 
Directorate (DAS), Colombia’s 
investigative police, die two de¬ 
tained Israelis, Gil Ahav and 
Aion Shoshi, who were both sub¬ 
sequently released, worked for 
the Israeli firm Hod HahaniL 
Hod Hahanit president Yair 
Klein, however, denies this. 
Ahav and Shoshi were detained 
chi Aug. 8 and found in posses¬ 
sion of explosives and detonators; 
their explanation — being en¬ 
gaged in work for the Colombian 
armed forces — was disclaimed 
by the military authorities. For 
their part, Israeli spokesmen 
have remained tight-lipped — an 
indication, perhaps, of discreet 
negotiations to win the pair’s 
release. One spokesman said 
comment could only be expected 
if the detainess had been in active 
service. This not being the case, 
he added that “we can’t control 
what every Israeli citizen does in 
civilian life.” 


Israelis in 
Colombia: the 


plot thickens 


Who’s behind the 
death squads? 


Following the appointment of a 
Colombian magistrate to investi¬ 
gate the allegations of British and 
Israeli involvement in tr ainin g the 
cocaine cartels’ _ death squads, 
known as sicarios, as well as 
Patriotic Union (UP) leader Ber¬ 
nardo Jaramilo’s request to the 
justice and defence ministers to 
seek the extradition of Kelin, an 
arrest warrant was issued against 
Hod Hahanit’s president and his 
friend Arieh Afek. Jaramillo be¬ 
lieves that Klein could throw light 
on the connivance of elements of 
the armed forces, police and 
DAS in the szcano-perpetrated 
massacres of peasants in Uraba, 
'Cordoba and Segovia last year. 
The UP leader’s suspicions are 
supported by the fact that before 
the drug barons became heavy 
investors in real estate the Col¬ 
ombian military sought to coun¬ 
ter guerrilla activities with the 
creation of civilian parliamentary 
groups. Eventually, the drug 
barons came to fund and u pgrade 
the weaponry of some of these 
so-called self defence groups, 
tuning them into veritable death 
squads with links to the armed 
forces. Not surprisingly. Defence 
Minister Oscar Bolero told a Col¬ 
ombian congressional panel that 
contacts between foreigners in 
the drug barons’ pay and some 
military officers had already re¬ 
sulted in the removal of a garri¬ 
son chief in the Magdalena Medio 
area, the heartland of death 
squad activities, as well as the 
police bead of Cundinamarca de¬ 
partment. 

The head of DAS, General 
Miguel Mara Marquez, whose 
allegations pr om pted the judicial 
enquiry in the first place, told the 
Colombian Congress that Hod 
Hahanit was initially interested in 
being hired to assist in anti-guer¬ 
rilla warfare but dropped out 
after receiving a higher bid to 
train sicarios. Maza’s statement is 
partly supported by Klein and 


other Israelis. They have said chat 
in the initial stages Hod Hahanit 
had contacts until a Colombian 
army officer and a deputy minis¬ 
ter. Klein himself claims to have 
held talks with the DAS chief. 
The object of such conversations 
was training a DAS unit to fight 
both Marxist guerrillas and drugs 
traffickers. 

Where Klein’s account devi¬ 
ated from Maza’s is on the identi¬ 
ty of his eventual employers and 
the reasons that prevented Hod 
Hahanit from starting work for 
DAS. According to Kelin, Hod 
Hahanit was hired by a cattle 
breeders' association, ACDE- 
GAM, not the drag barons. The 
Colombian authorities, however, 
have linked ACDEGAM with 
the drugs traffickers. With invest¬ 
ment in real estate, whether for 
cattle breeding or mining, a 
prime choice among the drug 
barons, Klein's explanation does 
not necessarily mean that his em¬ 
ployers were not drugs traders. 
Presumably because of this Klein 
admitted that some of those who 
were trained in February and 
May 1988, as well as March 1989, 
may have since gone into other 
activities. 


inducing the Israelis not to- be-.-; 
come involved in security mat¬ 
ters. In effect, Hod Hahanit's 
1987 application for a permit to 
train anti-terrorist and anti- 
narcotics forces in Colombia and 
Bolivia was turned down. 
However, insofar as the ministry 
anthorised two other private 
Israeli groups to offer similar 
services in Bogota, Klein’s lack of 
success appears to be the result of 
his competitors’ better connec¬ 
tions within the Israeli defence 
establishment. 


tnde towards Hod Hahanit has 
not had something to do with the 
benefits Israeli intelligence may 
have drawn from the company’s 
alleged link with the cocaine car¬ 
tels. Hod Hahanit could have 
recruited information about the 
chug barons' ties to Cuba, Pana¬ 
ma and other countries (a valu¬ 
able commodity in intelligence 
exchanges with the U.S.); their 
laundering activities (to particu¬ 
lar interest in view of the deten¬ 
tion and prosecution in the U.S. 
,of two Israeli who deposited $2 
trillion from drags sales during 
tiie first half of 1987 In an Israeli 
.bank, as well as of earlier reports 
of the Medellin cartel’s use of the 
Ramat Gan diamond exchange as 
another channel to launder 
funds); and Colombian guerrillas’ 
possible use of the drags trade to 
finance their operations. That 
this is not impossible is suggested 
by the record of Hod Hahanit's 
Colonel Amazia Shuali, in par¬ 
ticular bis stint as a Shin Beth 
intelligence operative. 


Klein’s lack of connections 


As for Hod Hahanit's failure to 
clinch a deal with DAS, Kelin 
claimed that the Israeli defence 
ministry failed to clear his com¬ 
pany's licence application. He 
ascribed this to guerrilla threats 
against Colimbian Jewry aimed at 


In 1986, for example, former 
spymaster Rafi Eytan, of Pollard- 
fame, teamed up with three other 
former Israeli intelligence and 
security operatives, and won offi¬ 
cial clearance for a 3-month con¬ 
tract to train the Colombian pres¬ 
idential guard. Likewise, Colonel 
Leo Gleiser’s International 
Security and Defence Systems 
(ISDS), of Contra fame, was also 
gjven a green light to work in 
Colombia. It is unclear, though, 
whether ISDS netted the DAS 
contract Kelin was after. Accord¬ 
ing to the Tel Aviv daily 
Hadashot, the explanation for 
Kehn’s failure where others suc¬ 
ceeded has to do with the feet 
that Eytan, like -Eli Zeira in 
Mexico and Michael Harari in 
Panama, have afforded Israeli 
intelligence access to these coun¬ 
tries’ commanding heights. Com¬ 
pared to them, Klein is too small 
a fish. 

This is not to say that the 
Israeli government's tolerant atti- 
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Extradition impossible 
like other nations, Israel is 
generally reluctant to extradite its 
citizens, even less so to countries 
with which it has no bilateral 
agreements. No such accords ex¬ 
ist with any Latin American 
states. Hence, a foreign ministry 
spokesman has said that Klein's 
extradition to Colombia is legally 
impossible. Such a legalistic 
approach, however, can hardly 
disguise the feet that given the 
importance of Israeli arms sales 
to Colombia, Bogota's readiness 
to accept Kfir combat planes in 
payment for its coal supplies, and 
the alleged link between the 
drugs barons and members of the 
armed forces, the last thing the 
Israelis would want to see is Kelin 
embarrassing their Colombian 
clients. Not surprisingly, there¬ 
fore, whereas Kelin first said that 
he was ready to stand trial in 
Colombia if indicted, since the 
arrest warrant was issued he has 
changed tack. He is now only 
prepared to help should Col¬ 
ombian investigators care to 
address their queries via Interpol 
to the Israeli police. 

More difficult for Israel to re- 
.sist would be a determined 
k Washington approach in support 
of the Drag Enforcement Admi¬ 
nistration's interest in interview¬ 
ing Kelin. If the Bush administra¬ 
tion wanted to do so it could 
induce the Israelis to be more 
cooperative than they were dur¬ 
ing the Iran-Contra investiga¬ 
tions. Not only has Israel an 
extradition agreement with the 
U.S., but an uncooperative atti¬ 
tude would be certainly impolitic. 
Together with earlier indications 
of negligence or worse, the lack 
of Israeli cooperation would be 
construed as a clear sign of com¬ 
plicity with Hod Hahanit’s activi¬ 
ties. Israeli press reports have 
revealed that when Kelin started 
work for his Colombian em¬ 
ployers he advised Israel's de¬ 
fence ministry but was not asked 
to apply for an official permit. 
Today, however, the ministry 
claims that Kelin’s failure to do so 
constituted a breach of the 1986 
regulations on the export of milit¬ 
ary expertise, and it is on this 
basis that police investigators say 
be may still be liable to prosecu¬ 
tion — Middle East Internation¬ 
al, London. 


Dr. Matti Steinberg, an expert 
on the PLO presently at Prince¬ 
ton University, agrees that the 
.wording is impzecedented,' hut 
notes that it must be seen as part 
of a process calculated to pre¬ 
serve the PLO’s current role in 
the peace process. The strategy 
has created a “no-Iose" situation 
for the organisation, he reasons. 

If the present course continues, 
with Egypt in effect representing 
the PLO in preparations towards 
elections winch the FLO expects 
'to win, then the PLO will be 
satisfied, he says. On the other 
hand, if Israel walks out because 
of the PLO role, then “the onus 
will fell completely on Israel, and 
the PLO wifi have gained as 
well” 


“They are telling the Amer¬ 
icans: ‘Look how far we’re, willing 


Indeed, Shamir’s bureau chief 
Yossi Ahjmeir reacted to the 
latest PLO statement by accusing 
the PLO of readiness “to say 
anything to gain entry into the 
peace process. It’s merely tactics, 
intended to serve the goal of their 
strategy, which was and remains 
the destruction of Israel in 


to make concessions, even before 
the negotiations have begun.'” 

The “moderation assault” in 
general, and this week's state¬ 
ment in particular, also repre¬ 
sents an attempt to “address the 
public in both the U.S. and 
Israel, and not the Israeli govern¬ 
ment directly.” 

“There was once — until 
maybe six months ago—a feeling 
in the PLO that Shamir is a 
necessary player in the peace 
process,” said Steinberg. This 
was based on the precedent of de 
Gaulle in Algeria and, to a cer¬ 
tain extent, Begin in Sinai, which 
seemed to indicate that only ex¬ 
tremist elements can eventually 
make concessions. But they have 
largely despaired of this. There 
are no illusions today that this 
government in Israel will change 
its stripes without massive press- 
ore from the public/’ . . . 

As for the theory that the PLO 
is being dragged into concessions 
by the Israeli hard line, Steinberg 
says: “If the Israeli parties are 
waiting for the PLO to make even 
further concessions — to agree a 
priori to autonomy, for instance 
— they are deluding themselves. 
The PLO cannot possibly give up 
its demand for a state.” 

“At tins point," he says. “Ara¬ 
fat can take the PLO . in any 
direction he wants. The question 
is not whether he has opposition, 
but how much tune tiie opposi¬ 
tion will afford him before his 
pragmatic line is declared a fai¬ 
lure. When this happens, Arafat 


win re-adopt extremist to . try to 
save himself.” Unlike the extrem¬ 
ism of the 1960s, he says, this - 
extremism is likely to take-the 
form of increasingly militant 
Islam. 

Ai present, Steinberg says, 
Arafat is buoyed by the : U.S. * 
indication that the Israeli - 
“assumptions” regarding the. 
Baker proposals — driefiy that 
tiie FLO will not be part of the 
process in any way- — are not 
viewed by the U.S. as precondi-.: 
tions; that, in effect, they can be-; 
ignored. ; - • 

The Likud has indicated that if l 
this indeed turns out to be the 
case; they will seek “other- 
venues” for pursuing peace. The - 
Likud faction devoted a two^bour - 
debate this week to the “Jordan is 
Palestine” argument, put foward 
by Shamir last week iir newspaper 
interview. 

The Likud reasons that even if 
the walk-out from the peace pro¬ 
cess led the Labour Party to bolt 
the government a move long 
planned by Peres, but delayed for 
tiie past mouth by the. Likud’s- . 
agreement to the Baker proposals 
and to the Washington meeting of 
foreign ministers — they have 
little to fear. If elections resulted, 
Labour would be presented as the 
advocate of talks with the PLO — 
or, hi the fell came over a substan¬ 
tive issue relating to the modali¬ 
ties of the elections—the would- - 
be legitimiser of Arab claims to . 
Jerusalem.. 

The PLO’s strategy of “addres- ■ 
sing the people” will then be put 
to the test, and the Tesult will- 
sbow whether the Israeli popu¬ 
lace is as wary of the PLO as are 
its leaders. 
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To the Editor: 


PLEASE convey the thanks of all' 
drivers to the traffic department L 
for removing the traffic lights at- 
La Brioche intersection in Jabal 
Hussein. Now we can go back to 
having all tiie fun and accidents ax', 
before. ' . V-‘--V 
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Mazes Diyani . 


OPEN FORUM 


Christmas message 


CHRISTMAS is with os once again and : it also signals foe 
beginning mTtte third year at the intifada in Palestine. Christmas 
.wfihaB its emphasis on joy, peace and good this year brings vs tiie 
horrifying statistics for the two years of the inttihda. A totalof618 
able bodied Palestinians were kitted, among them were 145 
dbttdren. Women were kitted wbUe hanging out toe washing; 
children while , peeping fearfully from a doorway: old men wben 
crossing a road peacefully . Yet, westiBGndthe voice with winch to - 
ring “Joy to the World”. 

Wind other effects has the iattthda bad on- os-derides the- 
killings? We know them ofcourse. The beatings, the harassment, - 
the house searches, the destruction ai homes and perhaps the worst, 
thing of aU the effect on education. Where does the record Stand'ai\ 
present? For the year 1987-1988, 300,080 were kept children off 
schools. Secondary level students attended school for 12 da Jsooty. 
Preparatory ford students attended school for 15 days only. 
Elementary level school children attended school for 20 days only. 
And that is not att. More than 18,000 university and coAcge 
students did not attend at att. Wifo tire present system prevailing in. 
the occupied territories there has been ribsrintefy no oppo rt uni ty 
for foe youngsters to meet for sport, games, cultural activities,. 
folklore entertainment. Nothing. So where are these young people 
when they should be in school? Where is this 40 per cent of foe 
population during school boars? Isn’t it obviong?- 

If we all think back to our cbDdbood I think mod of us would say 
that the age when we were most hungry for knowledge was: 
between the 10 and IS. And yet this age group got IS days of 
schooling for the entire year. Official statistics show that 120,009 
children between the ages of 8-10 are illiterate. This is not because 
they don’t want to team but because the schools are closed. So 
many children are setting chewing gum at the traffic lights to SB in 
foe long days and to get some of money. This is child labour and Is 
a total disgrace. There is one place children should be daring , foe 
day time and that is school. This is their absolute right , yet tiie 
children of the occupied territories are being denied this. This bah 
offence against att the gfedefiaes of human rights — and yet it 
continues. ChUdren being punished in order to bring the adults to 
heel. 

This situation affects notouiy Palestinian Arabs but the Jewish 
people as weB. So many of them want peace. So many of the Jewish 
population are hi the Peace Now Movement and crave for~a 
peaceful foe. Their children as wett as the Arab chttdren are- 
growing up In an atmosphere of fear, bate and violence. What 
future are any of them being guarantee? AU thUr tk against 
international taw but — It goes on — wad on. 

Yet if we look feather ahead we can see that att Is not black. 
There are gtimmers of hope. The Pope met Gorbachev and gave 
him a statue of Jesus and his wife a rosary! # 

happened. The Berlin watt Is crumbling down and all th* jn htsrt re- 
it stands for seems to be cramhttng too. Government? are at last 
listening to their people. Poland has a Catholic Prime Minister and 
Dubchek is eme r g i ng agatain Czechoslovakia. A softening, a spring 
time, a weariness with war and tension is being mnntfaet 
Eastern Europe. People have the desire to sing agaw, tostntt, to 

chat> bmgh and most ofaB to Bve! Sooth Africa jb movinesfowtr 

but surety hi the direction of h uman values. • 

So what about Palestine? Are afl foe international bodBes that 


yet another year with no 
Wbat is the read mesa 
to foe values of justice. A 


? Surety a catt for return 


to me vautesorjusm A Mote at Unman rights. Totisten to theta* 
ettteoppres^peopteofthe occupied lands andto join wfthtbt 
10,000Jews who are members of the Peace Now Movement kroni 

^ ?*** «mfog into our-world a 

Chrbtmas was meant to bring. IT la foe amongyear wemovtjm 

to say that we have heeded something of Christs Christian 
message — Peace and good w3I to ALL. 


Rev.MAiteB 


Lessons & Mass 


AffcJOp.m. Sunday 24-12-89 Church of St John De LasaBt * 
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Det^ .^p.oles Montessori & Amman 

Le choix d’une autre education 


Culte solaire puis celebration de la Nativity 
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^ &_la.conception de l’£colier “tabula rasa,’* 
deat ls tto rate doit tee remplie par F&iacateur. 

Cb^ncoes par les £tndes de Maria Montessori, 
tpiTen. d£bat do safecte dabora une method? d*e- 
gsrigogment prdnant I ’auto-d^veloppement de I*en- 
Jorda nieiines ont onvert cha nwy nw feni<> 

& Amman en 1985. Deux ftablissements privfe, o5 
pres de l50 bambins de deox ans et tfemi | gj ans, 

- Ifcst^35 f figlade2araetdemift6 
«a^ r dans la mfimc saDe, spad e ase et 
£aigp£e de lamiftre. Certains dessi- 
neat.et ptpotent. D’autres, seals et 
concaare*, s’evettnent a replacer des 
cfomte* de boas de tfifKrcntes tallies 
dans fcs rfvfoles coirespondantes 
>( faoe grande bolie. Parfois, l’un 
(few se-Hwe,.se promftne, s’installe 
ajBeun, observe fc travail d'un autre 
leafier, *fh**gfe trois mots avec ini, 
les mates dsns les poebes..: 

Chacon usque ft ses occupations, 
sons le regard attentif de deux 
-adoUefi. Au premier coup (Focil, on 
se crasnutplutAt dans m centre a£nL 
Etpourtant, 3 s’agit bien (Tune (Tune 
dcole. L’lcole Montessori de 
Stnneig BH. inn accueiUe cette annle 
85 enfants. “La fibeitl d’activirl et 

p f ( |^iii i i Hmirin n par Vii- mAm r con¬ 
sti tuent' des prinapes fiandamentanx 

dels miaode Montessori”, exptique „ . _. . . ^ 

sa dhectricc, Randa Abdallah. Mootessorl: des entrtgnen ts peas wan s qae dmdMs. 

Dcspriocipes, qtii traoebent radio- jeune &ge”. precise Angela Sabri. 
ateneat avec I'ens eig Dcmept traefi- Contonporame de Freud et Piaget 
nooneL *‘Nous rejetons la conception et sploalisle (fa w le traitement des 
de l’lcoficr “tabula rasa”, autrement enfants bant&capds, Maria Motessori 
(fit da petit (Tbomme vide de coo- nrifita pour la redonsaisswee des 
nySwmee m frmpte, que roadnMt aptitudes hmles de Penfant et du idle 
esfcfcagl de'iemplir dWormations, dl de sa motivation pexsonnelk dans 
rencbfcrit Angela Sabri, responsable Pacquirition de ses coonajssance. “A 
de Fautre leak Montessori d’Am- sous de mettre ft sa disposition, an 
him, mstaUle ft Wadi -Sr. Nous lui moment opporton, les instruments 
opposons une pidagog^e, qui consi- qui Faideront 4 progressex, 3 son 
doe Tenfant comme nn frtre don£ de rytfame”, sentient Randa Abdallah, 
sensibility, de -mofyens inteQeetnds L’lducation scosorieDe prlcftde ains 
qu’xTDc demaode qn'S experimenter la rationalisatioa et Fasto-carrcctian. 
poor les maitriser et les dfrvelopper.” Au risque de dlroutar des parents, 

A rinstar da u>6dedn italien Maria encore hah ft w fo & une instruction, 

Montessori (1870-1952), qui la pre- foodie sur la coexdtk>n.*‘An ddbut. 
jariftrejannufa cette tbtone au debut ils s’inqaiecaient dc voir lenr progdni- 
dusBde, ses deux adeptes jordanien- tore se d&roufller tome scale et 
nes que le. rMe de r&ole revenxr 4 la maisoo «»« esercices 4 

conaste 4 coterie meillcur environne- feirc, sans logons ft r£p£ter, se soo- 
mcat poasibfc pour la fibre exptri- vient la directrice de 1’ftoole de 
aienfirtion et la satisfaction des be- Shmekani. D’oil la sjm^matisation 
soios de rcnfanL “Et ce, dfes soo piius des r6umons avec les families au 



jeune fige”. pr£cise Angela Sabri. 

Contenqxtrame de Freud et Piaget 
et sp6dali5£e dans le traitement des 
enfants hantficapfa, Maria Motessori 
nrifita pour la recoonawsapce des 
aptitudes hmdes de Pen&nt et du rWe 
dft de sa motivation peisamelle dans 
Tacquisition de ses coanaissanoe. “A 
nous de mettre ft sa (fispositiott, an 
moment oppottun, les instruments 
qui l'aideroat ft progressex, ft son 
tytfame", sentient Randa Abdallah, 
L’dducadon seosoridk prfcftde ma 
la rationalisatioa et rauto-eonection. 

Au risque de dftrouter des parents, 
encore habitues ft une instruction, 
fondle sur la coerdtkHL*‘Ai] dfbui, 
3s s’inquiltaiem de voirlenrprogdm- 
tsre se dantnoiller tome seule et 
revenir ft la maisoo sans exeraces ft 
faire, sans legons ft rlpdter, se soo- 
vient la directrice de l’6co!e de 
Shmeisani. D’oh la sjmlmBtisation 
des r&urions avec les families au 


Lamort de i‘6crivain jordanien Ghaleb Halassa 

Entire le roman et I*engagement 


. Use foale nombreose, regronpant des inteBectneis et des 
pmondBtes politiqiies d’boarizoas fiffirats, drat le ministte 
de ibLCottare, Khated al-Karafci, a rendu mercredi k Amman 
aaderaier btumnage an romander jordanien Gbaleb Halassa, 
den jours jonre plus tat k Damas, en exO. 

^L^&iidraille^ dc Ghak^ Halassa crise cardSaque. 


ont pot mercredi ft Amman, les 
coaleuis d’un zassemblenient po&i- 
quc. Banderoles, sto^ns, d rap e a ux 
^ (fisepura out en met marquiga le 
dernier hommage. rendu ft cm eerfvam 
eogagl. Profitant de la fiblrafisarion 
en corns dans' le royatune, Salem 
an-Nahas, vk»-pr6sideni de FAsso¬ 
ciation des derivams jordaniens 
(rtoenunent tftabhe par les autoritfa) 
a m£me quafifil le dlfimt de ‘'martyr 
de la ddmocratle”, dans une aPreioD 
ft son long exfl. 

. Pour. de nombrenx Jordaniens, 
Ghafcb Halassa sera restl un incounu 
jusqu’ft lundi dernier, Jorsqne radio 
Mbato-Csrip (es arahe) a annoocl» 
meet ft Fftge de 53 ans, suite ft une 


n est vnu qu’fl aura |»ssl la plus 
grande partic de sa vie boa du 
royaume. N6 ft Matbriui en ■ 1936, 
Gbaleb Halassa avail dfl quitter, ft 
l’Sge de 19 atm, la Jordanie, alors 
secoule par des troubles politiques 
profoods et en proie.ft une slvftre 
rep ression. A 1 epoque, 3 cboisit 
ITBgypte, oft 3 but toutes ses Andes 
supdoenres. ]Ubgi£, 3 n’en continue 
.pas wmins & dans les rungs de 
la gauebe maodste Igyptienne. Et 
sgne, dans la mftme plriode, ses 
romans les plus importants, tels 
‘TOgres, Bldouins et Paysans”, “Le 
Rite” ou encore “La Question”. 

Son opposition ft la visile d’Aoouar 
al-Sadate ft JAioalem, en novembre 


exp^rimentent une antre fa^on d’apprendre. A leur 
propre rythme et dans on cadre priYil^gi^. jProfol&me 
num£ro un poor les deux directrices: le recrutemcmt 
d’ensdgnants comptents, que 1’ouverture d’un 
centre de formation en 1988, le premier du Proche- 
Orient, devrait cependant permettre de r£soudre 
dans Xes anntes k venir. 


en 1988, d’on centre de formation. 
Reconnu par le minist^re jordanien. 
de ITEducation, 3 a pennis Fan der¬ 
nier ft 40 jeuoes femmes d’acqulrir le 
(fipfome Montessori. Cette annle, 26 
autres adultes y suivent une scalar! tg 
thlorique et pratique. “Qnq des dix 
enseign antes dc Fetahfissemeat y ont 
6t£ fonnles”, enrijqoe la responsable 
du centre, Notmrau Zehni. 

Pour elle, comme pour la directrice 
de Flcole, le principal handicap au 
dfvdoppcmeut de la mlthode Mon- 
tessod en Jordanie reste la mentalitl 
locale. “Llndlpendance de l'enfant, 
que nous (Ufendons, heurte de plem 
fouet les comportementt po^essifs et 
ultra-pro tecteurs des mires”, re mar¬ 
que Nonhran Zehni, Randa Abdal¬ 
lah, quant ft elk, estime que le 
urinistere de FEducation “n’est pas 
prtt” ft kisser s'ouvrir une Icole 
primaire de type Montessori. “Pour 
les jar dins d’enfants, qa ne pose an¬ 
con probkme, vu qu’ils soot tous 
privfe”, soutigue-t-elle. 

Reste le volet financier. A 
Shmeisani, la scolaritl coflte 495 di¬ 
nars par an. A Wadi Sr, les parents 
ddboorseut 25 dinars par mois. Quant 
au centre de formanon. Q revient ft 
750 dinars par Itndiani. Raison prin- 
cipale, sekm les responsables: k prix 
quari^nohflritif du maidrid scolaire, 
que les deux 6coles dtrivent importer 
aes Pays-Bas ou d’Angkterre. 

Sans compter les mvesrissement 
personnels des deux directrices. Prop- 
riAaire de Flcole, de Shmeisani, 
Randa Abdallah Fa faite constnrire ft 
ses propres frais. Si Angela Sabri a 
prileri pour sa part kw un local, 
dout k loyer s'ekve ft 200 dixtars 
ebaque mots, 3 lui en a cofltl 9.000 
dinars en 1985 pour FanuEnager. * 


Alain Reran. 

Libertes 

La loi martiale 
«gelee» 

Le premier ministre jordameu a 
annoad mardi le «gcl de la loi 
martialo*, en vigueur depuis 1967. 
S’expnmant devant ks d£put£s ft 
Foccarion de la presentation du 
I^ogranune politique de son 
gouvemement, Moudar Badrane a 
precis* que ce disposidf d'urgepce 
est dorenavant bloqu* «jurou’ft son 
annula tion consthntkmnelk dans 
ks dAais- ks plus brefs*. 

M. Badrane a en outre affirm* 
que son cabinet, fonn£ le 6 dlcem- 
bre dernier, «coUaborera avec la 
Chambre pour enquAer sur ks 
causes et ks responsables de la 
dAAioration de la situation tamo- 
nriquD» du royaume. 

Le vote de confiance des d6pu- 
tfs, n&essaire an gouvernement 
pour exAaaer son ptwramme, 
dmt intervenir avant k o janvier. 


dEbat de Fannie, par exemple. En 4 
ans. assnre-t-efie, ks ingntAudes oat 
lait place ft nn vlritable cn- 
thousiasme. AnjonnTbui, ks parents 
me demandent mime d’ouvrir hm 
I cole primaire”. 

Si Randa Ab dallah et Angela Sabri 
avmwnt qu’elks rtvem de mener ft 
bien un tel projet, l'une et rautre k 
ccmsidircnt prlmatnrl. “Mem prob- 
kme numfero nn reste k recrutement 
(Tenseignants comp*terns, ajoute la 
directrice de flcok de Wadi Sir. Pour 
Are efficace, 3 feat avoir derriftre soi 
des Andes de psychologie, connaitre 
k matAid Montessori...” Aucune de 
ses deux assistantes, qui s'occupeut 
avec elk de la rinquantaine cTdlves 
de Flcok, n’a . blnlfidl d’une telle 
prlparatiou. 

A Shmasani, ou estime que I'obs- 
tade est presque suzmontl. AfSKlc 
au “Centre Montessori de Londres", 
1'lcok de Randa Abdallah s'est dot£e 


1977, vaut ft l’lcrivain d’fitre ft 
nouvean expubl. B prend alors k 
cbeurin de Bagdad. B n*y passers que 
qnelques mois, avant de s’insraDer ft 
Beyrouth. ^ en sera chassl par Finva- 
skm israUmnne de juin 1982. Au mois 
d’aoOt, 3 se r&fugie ft Damas. 

Cdibataire jusqu’ft sa mort, 3 avail 
gardl un erorit humoristique, malgnE 
FcoL Une joie de vivre que reflAait 
son visage enfantin et son ardenr an 
travail. En plus de ses Kvres, Halassa 
loxvait dans ks jouraaox, et laisse 
derriftre Ini de nombreuses critiques 
Kttlraires et des essais philosophi- 
ques. 

Son dernier roman, “Sultana”, a 
Al pnblil en 1987. Ghaleb Halassa y 
exprime la nostalgic de sa patrie. Le 
'vent dcdlmocrahsatioii, qui y souffle 
aujourd’hui, ho await sans doute 
pennis de concrltiser son dlsir de 
retour en Jordanie. Si la mart ne 
s*Aait prlsentlc si tftt ft sa portc. 

Suleiman Sweiss. 


For all your: 
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Packing, 

- Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
p- Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
^ f ^. Reservation needs, 

' please call: 

WIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Haiioid Sharaf Street 
• '• 7 . - Shmeisani 
•• P O. Box 7806 
7 jAmmau, Jordan 
*.T«L 604676, 604696 


CROWN 
INT*L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storag'mg, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE WHO WEEP 




CLEAWIM6 

SERVICES 

CALL US' 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Harrnig pot is available 


Open daily 12:00 - 25-30 

ISM-23:30 

WadiSaqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

Tel: 661922 _> 


TeL 604671 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

«. 6:30 - Midnight / 


STOMO HAHi 

Professional^Quality in 
!• Hour Scrvi»*.. . 

Develop your .colour film at 
our shop and ger.- 

? JUMBO photo 
stem 30% farmer 

• From mnlargor 
imnt 20x 30 cm 

Shmeisani -r Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SWefieh tel: S23891 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 






rentacar^ 

if you have tried the rest, 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40 % discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 


Noel: fete paienne christianisee 



II y eut d’abord le culte du Soieil. Les Egyptiens, 
les Perses, puis les Romains c^iebraient chaque 
aunge en dtembre le solstice d’hiver. Au IVe sitele, 
l’£glise lui substitua la celebration du jour de la 
naissance du Christ. Ainsi s’instaura la fSte de No£l, 
le 25 d^cembre. Une fete, dont de nombreux 
sym boles, A Pexception peut-etre de celul du Pere 
Noel, rappellent encore les origines paiennes. 




Fite chrfitienne. Noll pkmge ses 
radnes dans des celebrations paicn- 
nes, qui la i^lcldereaL Dans 1'Anii- 
quiil, la date du 25 dlcembre mar- 
quait dljft un Ivlnement important 
celui de la renaissance du Saleh, 
autrement dit k solstice dliiver. 

Le culte de I'astre de lumiftre 6tah 
ainsi observl par les Perses, qui bon- 
oraient le dieu Mithra ft ccne occa¬ 
sion. Tradition religiexise perpltule 
par les Romains, qui eux aussi cdlb- 
raient le jour du “soils invicti", le 
Soldi invaincu. Avant eux, les Egyp- 
tiens avaient fttabli, le mane jour, le 
rite du sacrifice d'un enfant nouveau- 
o&, sym bole de la lumiftre. 

Une lumilrc, dom a hint*, en 


quelque sorte. {'enfant Jlsus. En 354, 
I'lghsc chrltieonc substiraa en effet 
aux cubes palens. qu'elle souhaitait 
voir disparaitre. la fete de la Nativiil. 
Jour de la "Lumilrs du monde", le 25 
dlcembre devim done la fete de Noll, 
telle que nous Ja connaissons, mime 
si la date exacte de b naissance du 
Christ d cm cure en fait inconnue. 

Le rite s'ixnposa rapidemem ft 
FOuesi comme ft FEsi. Les Chrdtiens 
tfOrient, qui jadis clUbraicnt la Nativi- 
tl k 6 janvier, adoptlrent eux aussi le 
25 dlcembre avant le Moyeu-Age. 

La fete de Noel est devenue peu ft 
une fete familiale auurnt que re- 
ligieuse, marqule prindpalemem par 
riebange de cadeaux et la dlcoration 
d'un sapin. Un arbre de Noel, dont 
1'origine, elle aussi, rernome ft une 
tradition paienne chrisiianisle. 

B y a environ 1.200 ans, un mission- 
nairc anglais, du nom de Winfrid, 
rencontra au cours d'un voyage en 
Gennanie, des druides gaulois qui 
s'appretaient ft sacrifier un jeune 


Petit boulot 

Pere Noel a mi-temps 

Habit rouge, masque k bar be blanche, dochette a la 
main... Depuis une semaine, des dizaines de Pere Noel 
dtambulent Paprfes-mldi devant les magasins de jouets 
d*Amman. La plupart sont jeones, souvent etudiants on 
chfoneurs, metamorphoses k mi-temps pour 3 dinars par 
jour, rarement plus. 

Pftre Nod de 5 ft 7. Ou de 2 a 9. 

La durlc varie selon les magasins, 
qui depuis une semaine ont post* 
devant leurs vitrines ['argument 
choc des fetes de fin d’annle: des 
“Santa CLaus", comme les enfams 
ks appellem le plus souvent, char¬ 
ges de distribuer bises et bonbons ft 
tour de bras... 

LTiabit est presque panout le 
trie me: un grand mnnteau rouge et 
un masque ft la barbe symhltique 
blanche plus ou moins chance- 
lame. “Nous avons tous le mime 
fournisseur ouest-allemand”, ex- 
plique un oommerqant de Shmeisa¬ 
ni eotre deux clients. 

Le succfts des .Pftre Noel se 
rlvftk bien diffAent d’une bouti¬ 
que ft Fautre. A deux pas de 
I'ambassade des Eta is-Unis, Nabil 
avoue s’ennuyer. Chdmeur de 24 
ans. il. regrette mime, d'avoir pour la cape rouge.. “Je le fais 
accept* ce travail. “Je dots tester 1ft " d’abord pour les gosses”. assure- 1 - 
de 14h ft 21b, tous les jours, ft • il. 

Aouffer dans ce costume, lacbe-t- Mime son...de doebe chez Nad- 

3. La seuk chose qui me motive er et Steve, qui depuis trois ans 
pour continuer, e'esi la joie des proposent leurs servives ft “La 
enfants, quand je leur fais un Carte Blanche”* prl du cafl 
cadeau.” Farouki. Etudiants ft Flcole ortho- 

doxe, ils mettem un point “d'bon- 
ueur” ft refuser 1'argent de pochc 
que leur propose le propriltaire du 
magasin. Jouer au Plre Noel les 
amuse. Simplement. 

S.K. et A.R. 



Comme fa plupart de ses “col- 
Iftgues”, Nabil est phitdt indemnisl 
que pay* pour ce petit boulot. “On 
touche 3 dinars par jour”, pnSdse 
Sami, mobisl ft Shmeisani, et qui 
troque, ebaque aprls-midi pendant 
trois heures, sa blouse de coiffeur 



[CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALiTY REPAIR SERVICE 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 
Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 



H. DERDERIAN & SON. 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE ARAB DANK 
TEL : 622420 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


inrami 



Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


TAHBOUB BROTHERS 


For your convenience 

„ PHILIPS 

9 products 
are displayed at 

SAFEWAY 
INTERNATIONAL 
Good offers for holiday 


MOVING ? 

let Aramex Air Cargo >✓/. 
take caie of the works,, 

Door to Door. V/' 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 



prince au pied d'un chine. Sacrifice 
en Thonneur du dieu Thor, dont k 
chine liait I'embllme. Selon 1a 
llgende, Winfrid coopa I’arbre dans 
k but d’arreter fa cftiimonie. Aussi- 
tdt appazut ft sa place un sapin. 
devenu depuis I'arbre du Paradis. 

Autre grand symbole du 25 dlcem¬ 
bre : k Pere Noil, image de bontl et 
de charitl, charge de la distribution 
des cadeaux. Bien qu'3 subsistc phi- 
sieuxs rlcits contradictoires sur son 
orighie, k plus counu et le plus 
andcn, qui date des annles 300, 
1'identifie ft un vrai personnage: 
Saint-Nicolas, Ivlque de Lyde, un 
petit village aujounl’hui en Turquie. 

L'eccllsiatique avait ltiabitude, 
dit-on, de drstribuer pendant fa nuit 
des cad e aux aux enfants et aux famil¬ 
ies les plus pauvres. Une habitude, 
qui le rcndii trfts dlftbre, particuliftre- 
ment auprfts des e nfan ts. Apres sa 
mort, sa mlmoire continua d'ltre 
honorle dans plusieurs pays 
d'Europe, le 6 dlcembre. Encore 


&r-: 



aujourd’bui, fa “Saint-Nicolas" se 
flte dans TEst de la France, en 
Allemagne ou encore en Belgique. 

ABleurs, fa traditiou s’est progres- 
avement estomple avant renaltre 
en Grande-Bretagne au XVTIe siftek, 
sous fa forme d’un bonhomme ft 
barbe blanche, le “Pftre Noll”. D 
apparait dans fa nuit du 24 au 25 
dlcembre dans un manwan rouge au 
bonnet convert de neige. 

D'autres traditions ont fait leur 


Notamment ceDe des canes postales. 
La premiftre fut Foeuvre de I'artiste 
John Calcott Horsley en 1S43. 


Saeda KQanJ. 


OLP- Jordanie. Le chef de FOLP a quin* Amman, mercredi soir, ft Tissue 
d’une visile de deux jours dans fa capitale jordanienne. Yasser Arafat s'est 
enCretenu ft deux reprises en t£te-ft-tlte avec le roi Hussein et a qualifil les 
relations j ordan o-palestiniennes de “trfts soli des". Son conseiUer politique, 
Bassam abou Charif, qui faisait partie de la dlllgtion de l’QLP, a estxml 
mercredi que les Etats-Unis assumaient la rcsponsibilitl “politique et morale” 
du processus de paix au Proche-Orient et qu’ils devraient “adopter une 
attitude ferine face au refus d’lsrael” pour le faire aboutir. 

Roumanie. Le president et chef du Parti co mmuniit e roumains, Nicolae 
Ceausescu, 71 aus, a dfi rcnoncer au pouvoir vendredi ft Bucarest. Aprfts la 
sanglantc repression des manifestations de Timisoara, qui ont fait entre 2.000 
et 4.000 morts le week-end dernier, le mnnlro on roumain a pris la fuiie hier. 
Dans fa soirle, des informations contra dictoires rirculaient sur la capture de 
Ceausescu. Selon fa tlKvision roumaine, 3 aurait It* arret* avec son Ipouse 
Elena alors qu’3 tentait de trouver un avion pour quitter le pays. D’autres 
tlmoignages faisaient ltat dans k mime temps du succes de sa fuite ft bord 
d’une voiture. La mime confusion rlgnait quant ft d'lventuels affrontemems 
entre Fannie, passle du cdtl de la population, et les forces splciales de 
slcuritl, restftes fidftles au dictateur dlchu. 

P anama . Pour la troisiftme joujnfte conslcutive depuis leur intervention au 
Panama, ks 22. 500 «rangers» de Tarmle amlricaine ont affront* bier les 
troupes resiles fidftles au gftnlral Noriega. L’oplration, baptisfte «juste 
cause* n'avail toujours pas abouti vendredi soir ft I'objectif premier que s’ltait 
fix* Washington: diasser dlfinitivement ou capturer l’anden leader militaire 
du pays. Les disapprobations de Tintetvration armle des Etats-Unis se sont, 
elles, muhipliles, notamment en Amlrique du Sud. Le Pentagone a par 
aQkiirs reconnu qne plus de 20 soldats amlricanis avaient Irl tuls dans les 
coqibats et que fa situation restair teodue dans une bonne partie de la capitale. 

Manifestation. La miHce dufttieune des Forces libanaises (FL) a appell 
mercredi ses partisans ft se mobiliser le 26 dlcembre pour une “jourole de la 
resistance", izutialement prfivue le 9. Le chef des FL, Samir Geaja, assodl 
aux phalangistes du parti Ratal dans (’organisation de cette manifestation, a 
par ailleurs indirectcment critiqul le glnlral Aoun, dont 3 estime que la 
“guerre de hblration" contrc fa Syrie est “un Icbec". Samir Geaja n’a 
cependant fait aucune allusion ft 1’accord de Taef de novembre dernier pour 
un iftglement politique an Liban. 

Dlprime. L’annftc israllienne va prendre de nouvelles mesures pour hitter 
contre'les suicides de ses sokfais, en forte augmentation cette annle. Dans 
une declaration au quotidien “Jerusalem Post”, publile mercredi, le glnlral 
Goren, responsable des effectifa de Tshal, a indiqul qne les services de santl 
de Fannie prodderaient dftsonnais ft des enquetes preiiminaires et ft des 
selections parmi les oonscrits. Au moins 29 soldats. dont 20 jeunes appelfts. se 
sont donnls la mort depuis le ler avail dernier. 

Vatkan-triumvirat. Le Vatican a confirm* mardi que le pape recevrait 
aujourd’hui en audience ks ministres des Affaires Itrangftres du comitl 
tripartite arabc (Arabic Saoudiie, Alglrie et Maroc) pour s’entretenir avec 
eux de fa crise libanaise. La rencontre imexviem au lenoemain de fa ddrnre ft 
Paris de la conflrence euro-arabe, ft faqueUe ont partidpl les trois membres 
du triumviraL J- 

Mission. Les six monarchies du Conseil de cooperation du Golfe (CCG) ont 
dftcidl de mandater le sultanat d’Oman pour mener une nouvelle mediation 
entre ITrak et TIran, dont les nlgoriations de paix sont bloqules depuis 
plusieurs mois. Oman, qui prlsidait de lundi ft mercredi fa lOe session du 
CCG, a Igakroent It* charge d’ “entrer en contact dans les prochains jours 
avec Tlhftran, en vue d’amftiiorcr les rapports entre 1’fran et Fensembk des 
Etats du Golfe, en particulier TArabic Saoudite”. Les relations diplomatiques 
irano-saoudiennes sont rompues depuis avrfl 1988. 

Tcfalcosiovaquie. Vaclav Havel est assure de devenir president de fa 
Rlpublique tdblcoslovaque le 29 dlcembre. Un consensus glnlral s’est en 
effet d^igl mardi au Padement ft Prague pour faire de Flcrivain le candidal 
unique a fa succession de Gustav Husak, qui a dlmissionne 3 y a deux 
semaines. L’Assemblle natiooak a par ailleurs dlcidl que le mandat du 
prochain chef de I'Etal expirera 40 jours aprfts I’instalfation d’un nouveau 
Farlement, dont ‘Tllection fibre” est prfvue Fit* prochain. 

Altemagnes. Le ebanedier ouest-allemand et le premier mimstre de RDA 
out dlcidl de se re trouver ft fa fin du mois de janvier en RFA, ft Tissue du 
premier sommet huer-aUemand organisl mardi ft Dresdes (Allemagne de 
1’Est). Helmut Kohl, qui reocontrait Hans Modrow pour fa premiftre fbis 
depuis Fouverture du mur k 9 novembre, a offert une aide massive de son 
pays ft la RDA. Lundi k Parti social dlmocrate s’fttait prononce ft 
Berim-Ouest pour l’“unitl fttatique” de fa RFA et de fa RDA. Dlsonnais, 
seul le Parti loofa-parifiste des Verts persiste ft prdner en Allemagne de l’Ouest 
lc maintien de deux Etats souverains. 

Record . 1989 eoastioe Fannie tonristiquerecord pour fa France, avec un 
exddenr d'environ 6,7 milhar cfe; de dollars, a annoncl mardi ft Paris le 
ministre de 1'Industrie, Olivier Stim. Les cfilbrations du bicentenaire de la 
Rlvohition ont notamment servi de locomotive ft cet afflux de visiteurs 
6trangers. Aprfts avoir “dlpassl” Fltaiie Tan dernier, fa France devrait aina 
ravir ft I’Espagne k deuxiftme rang mondial du tourisme, derriftre ks 
Etats-Unis. 

Restos du ooeur. Les “restos du coeur”, alls par (’artiste frangais Coluche, 
ont ouvert leurs portes mercredi un peu parlour dans 1’Hexagone, pour fa 
cmqinftme annle conslcutive. 850 centres ont commend ft distribuer des 
repas grand is aux chbmeurs et dochards du pays. En 1988, les 8500 
blnlvoles de Tassociation avaient offert 25 millions de rations alimentaires ft 
quelques 375.000 pauvres. 
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CINEMA 


Cinft-dub. Stances ft 13b00. 15h00, 
17h00, 18H30 et 20b00. Nouveau 
film, k lundi ft 20h00. Projection pour 
les jeunes, le jeudi ft 15h00. 

Samedf 23 : Colours; Stage fight; Hand, 
HOtoo; April rooming; Russians. 
DhuodM 24 : The avenger, The land red; 
No retreat, no surrender Three angry; 
Night of courage. 

25 : Heart bear. Hunger; Sabm 
Bombay; Sex, life and videotapes; (Special 
show). 

MonH 26 : Cmaldes of war; Beaches; 
Scandal; The uninvited; Satam Bombay. 
Mercredi 27: Out back vampires; Evil- 
dead; Black widow; Salsa; Dirty dancing. 
Jeudi 28 : Hidden fear; The predators; 
Space balls; History of the world; Blazing 


JordanTimes 

WWW 


Vendredi 29 tAgainsi all odds; The dead; 
Yol; The hidden; Pretty kxBL » 

FBms « verstaa orightafe Tfl : M3M1. 
Bomb de ruahenM is Jentank, ft drette 


aprfts rafted Jftramrtrm pmk pr es a lft re ft 
ganche. Le dnft-cfa b It tronw ft e n v ir on 3ft0 
m, so r Ka gauche. 

TELEVISION 


Silence, on toume. 50 armies de 
septiftme art frangais, racontles par 
Jcan-Pierre Maury et Rahaf Badaro, 
et iDustrles par de nombreux extraits 
de films. Cette semaine ; le cinema 
d’auteur (Alain Resnais...) 

JTV, dhrowcbr 24 d ftnabrt ft 19U5. 

La grande Cabriole, de Nina Com- 
paneez, avec Fanny Ardent, Bernard 
Giraudeau et Frauds Hosier. -Les 
aventures (Tune comtessc, de son 
frftre et de leurs amis d’enfance, fib 
de drapier et de cabaretier, depute fa 
vdifle de fa Rlvohition jusqu’en 1800. 
JTV, vtortS 29 dfcembre ft 17h3# (q^- 
riftroe ■( denfter ftpKsode). 
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Japan forecasts slow growth 
rate in economy next year 


E. Europe could work together on reforms OECD- v 


TOKYO (R) — The Japanese government Friday 
forecast the country’s economic expansion would 
slow next year bat it will still be one of foe fastest 
gro w ing among major industrial nations. 


The economy is forecast to 
grow four per cent in the 1990/91 
financial year, which begins next 
April 1, down from the 4.6 per 
cent estimated for the current 
1989^-90 year. 

“Agrowth rate of four per cent 
will reflect a very stable level of 
growth, a cruising speed, so to 
speak,” said Osarnu Yasuda, an 
official from the government's 
Economic Planning Agency. 

“That is a rate with which we 
can rest reassured,” he said. “I 
do not foresee having that high 
growth pattern we have seen in 
the past.” 

A four-per-cent rate would 
outpace the estimated rate of 
economic expansion for the Un¬ 
ited States in 1990 at around 23 
per cent and West Germany at 
3.2 per cent. The estimates are 
from the Organisation for Econo¬ 
mic Cooperation and Develop¬ 
ment (OECD). 

The OECD sees the average 
gross national product (GNP) 
growth for all industrial nations at 


only 2.9 per cent next year. 

Japan has also projected a $78 
billion trade surplus for 1990/91, 
down from an estimated $81 bil¬ 
lion this year. 

An increase in imports will 
help trim the surplus, Yasuda 
said. Japan has a major objective 
to be a leading importing nation, 
he added. 

Japan will achieve that, he 
said, “not by restricting exports 
but by increasing imports.” 

Yasuda said Japan plans to 
revise its tax system to make it 
more favourable to i m port e rs, 
reduce tariffs on imported goods 
and further encourage imports 
through its trade office. 

The gov e rnment has also rec¬ 
ognised die need to solve quickly 
its trade problem with the United 
States, its major trading partner. 

“We will positively and aggres¬ 
sively deal with this as our own 
problem,” Yasuda said. 

The government sees exports 
rising 6.2 per cent to $293 billion 
in 1990/91 from this year’s esti¬ 


mated level, and imports gaining 
10.3 per cent to $213 billion. 

Private economists axe less 
optimistic that Japan can keep its 
trade surplus from rising. 

They said the recent weakness 
of tile yen should push up exports 
next year as it makes Japanese 
products more competitive on 
world markets. 

Private analysts also think the 
government is underestimating 
the potential for growth nextyear 
— some are projecting the eco¬ 
nomy will expand as much as 4.5. 
per cent. 

The government sees the real 


driving force of the economy next 
year being consumer spending 

a gain, 

Consumers have continued- 
their baying spree, despite the 
introduction of a three per cent 
sales tax this year, Yasuda said. 

Although the growth of coipo- ‘ 
rate investment in plant and 
machinery may slow at bit, the 
rate will still be quite strong, he 
added. 

“The rate of increase may de¬ 
cline but there will still be a 
high-level of investment in re¬ 
search and development,” Yasu¬ 
da said. 


Arabs get $2b in ’89 
for oil, gas projects 


RIYADH (R) — Arab oS pro¬ 
ducers, working to meet a pro¬ 
jected rise in demand, received a 
total of $2 billion in .loans this 
year for oil and gas projects, a 
Saudi-based Arab investment- 
group said Friday. 

The Arab Petroleum Invest¬ 
ment Corp (Apicorp) said it con¬ 
tributed some. $230 trillion of the 


total, distributed in 14 loans to 
the 10-member Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries (OAPEC). 

Apicorp said in a statement its 
contribution was tbe largest 
annual figure in loans for pet¬ 
roleum and petrochemical pro¬ 
jects since it was founded in 1975. 


Yugoslavia may borrow $4b from West 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Yugoslavia may receive up to 
$4 billion from Western creditors 
before 1992 if it implements pre¬ 
mier Ante Markovic's market- 
oriented reforms, sources and 
press reports said Thursday. 

Yugoslav banking sources told 
the Associated Press that the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) bad agreed to grant 
Yugoslavia an 18-month standby 
credit worth $600 million. The 
loan, once fully approved by IMF 
authorities, will be available from 
Jan. 1, 1990. 

Yugoslavia hopes the IMF will 
increase the standby loan to $900 
million for a two-year period, 
sources dose to the negotiations, 
which ended in Belgrade this 
week, said.' 

Successful negotiations with 
the IMF will give Yugoslavia a 
chance to get additional Western 
credits, since c omme rcial banks 
and governments usually follow 
tfie fund's lead in judging 
whether to continue supporting a 
debtor country, • the Vecernje 


Novosti newspaper said. 

It quoted vice Governor of the 
n ational hank Zaiko Trbojevic as 
saying that the World Bank, the 
European Community, the IMF 
and the European Free Trade 
Association already have agreed 
to grant Yugoslavia a total of $3 
billion in fresh credits. 

Italy, Japan and Canada also 
have “given guarantees” to supp¬ 
ly Yugoslavia with additional 
loans worth about $1 billion in 
tbe next two years if Markovic’s 
reform package is implemented, 
Vecernje Novosti said. 

The fresh money primarily 
would be used for import¬ 
ing new Western technology and 
restructuring the country’s eco¬ 
nomy and its banking system, 
which is being reformed in accord¬ 
ance with Western standards, the 
source said. 

They said money was needed 
to prop up hanks -that have been 
backing money-losing ventures 
that would lose government sub¬ 
sidies under market-oriented re¬ 
forms. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, December 21,1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dentscbemark 
Swiss Erase 


Boy ScB 
644.0 650-0 
1034.4 1044.7 
372.1 375.8 
414.6 418.7 


P reach franc 109.0 110.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 447.8 452J 
Dutch guilder 329.6 332.9 

Swedish crown 103.0 104.0 

Italian lira (for 100 ) 50.0 50.3 

Belgian franc (for 10) 177.3 179.1 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6155.65 

1.1580/90 

1.7130/40 

1.9330/40 

1.5504/14 

35.95/36.00 

5.8500/50 

1281/1282 

143.45/55 

6.2320/70 

6.6125/75 

6.6660/6710 

413.20/70 


U.S. doDajrs 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 

I talian lire 

Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Overseas and local demand for quality industrial 
stocks boosted tbe market to a firmer dose in a shorter trading 
session before the Christmas break. The All-Ordinaries Index 
rose 5.9 to 1,645.5. 

TOKYO — Interest rate jitters sent prices sharply down after 
early rises. The market recovered some ground but dosed broadly 
weaker. The Nikkei Index fell 175.11 to 38,040.37. 

HONG KONG — Prices hardly changed in sluggish trading. The 
■ Hang Seng Index dosed at 2,867.69, down 0.8. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed on a strong note on buying by 
institutions and speculators despite late profit-taking. The Straits 
Tunes Industrial Index fait a post-1987 crash high of1,484.57, up 
■12.13. 

BOMBAY — Share prices ended trading for calendar 1989 on a 
b ullish note, recovering from a sluggish start on heavy institution¬ 
al buying brokers said. 

FRANKFURT — The overthrow of Romanian leader Nicolae 
Ceansescue boosted West German shares after a steady opening. 
The Dax Index rose 19.91 to a 1989 high of 1,696.38. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed little changed in quiet trading 
after prices edged down after a firmer opening. The All-Share 
Swiss Performance Index eased 0.6 to 1,124. 

PARIS — French prices were firm in thin trade ahead of the 
market's closure Monday. The CAC-40 index was 2.43 points 
higher at 1,979.26 at 1135 GMT. 

LONDON —* Prices ended firm in quiet business ahead of the 
nhri«arogg hol iday with book squaring responsible for much of the 
activity. The FTSE Index ended 9.0 points up at 2,362.0. 

NEW YORK — Light buying from scattered sectors produced 
email gains in the absence of signifi cant selling. Special situations 
captured attention. The Dow was up four at 2695. 


Maiiovic apparently has won a 
frattfc m parliament against con¬ 
servatives who oppose his efforts 
to introduce market mechanisms 
in to an economy burdened by a 
2,000 per cent inflation rate, a 
$17 Union foreign debt and a 17 
per cent unemployment rate. 

His reform package caDs for 
the compulsory closure erf all loss- 
making firms, wide introduction 
of private and foreign invest¬ 
ments, freezing of wages and 
tight monetary and budgetary 
controls. 

Yugoslavia on Wednesday be¬ 


came the first Communist coun¬ 
try to introduce convertible cur¬ 
rency when a part of Markovic’s 
programme was adopted in par¬ 
liament. 

The programme was de¬ 
nounced and rejected by the. 
country's largest republic of 
Serbia,, whose Communist lead¬ 
ers oppose Markovic’s efforts to 
r e stru ct u re the state-run eco¬ 
nomy and promote greater poli¬ 
tical pluralism. 

But Markovic’s measures are 
likely to be adopted despite the 
Serbian opposition. 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and tbe 
previous week: 


Daily average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 


Industrial 


Financial 


Service 

Insurance 

Share price index 
No. of companies 
Price movement (rise) 
(decline) 
(stable) 


THE BETTER HALF, 


Dec. 16-20 

JD 2,090,245, 
JD 10,451,223 
7,353,245 
5,648 

Sectoral trading: 

JD 5,850,389 
(55.9%) 
JD 1,510,947 
(14.5%) 
(26.9%) 
(2.7%) 


Nov. 9-13 

JD 1,588,987 
JD 7,944,935 
6.085-.942 
4,959 


JD 4,306,345 
(54.2%) 
JD 1,784,011 
(22.4%) 
( 22 . 1 %) 
(13%)* 


By Harris 

HAPRte I 








“Stanley cheated on me once. He was 
indifferent with another woman." 


MW 




by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one let te r to each square, to form 
four ordinary wads. 




WHEN YOU TRY TO 
WASH A SMALL. 
KIO HE'S APT TO 
JPO TH/S. 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as aug-. 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hem: 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Junbtec COCOA ROBIN BYWORD LAGOON 
Answer What the accordionist's concert vraa— 

LONG DRAWN OUT 


PARIS (Agencies) — East 
Europe's reforming Commonist 
countries should follow the 
West’s example and work with 
eadr other in their transition to 
free-maricet economies, the 24- 
nation Organisation for Econo¬ 
mic Cooperation and Develop¬ 
ment (OECD) has said. 

The OECD, a Paris-based 
grouping of the main indnsfrial 
democracies, also said growth 
among its members is likely to be 
about 2.9 per cent, next year and 
remain stready through 1991. 

In its semiannual outlook on 
the world economy, the OECD 
said events in Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union are moving 
too fast to be sure how they will 
end up. 

“One by one these countries 
have been committing themselves 
to move from the state-planned 
systems to more market-oriented 
economies, although tbe econo¬ 
mic reforms correnty envisaged 
differ greatly in scope,” the agen¬ 
cy said. “They face massive chal¬ 
lenges along tins road.” 

In addition, die East European 
countries “will not some extent 
be in new territory: The possible 
t ransiti on paths from state-plan¬ 
ned to market-oriented economy 
are not dearly marked.” 

Tbe report said tbe Western 
countries, in their own structural 
reforms of the past decade, found 
that ''mutual support and active 
international co-operation” 
helped tbe process along. 

“Correspondingly, transition 
to more market-oriented econo¬ 
mies could be given impetus and 
direction by a common approach 
which involved a number of East¬ 
ern European countries,” it said. 

Forecasts from the OECD eco¬ 
nomists were elittle changed from 
those issued in its last study in 
June. Growth, in terms of real 
gross national product, is still 
seen slipping from tins year’s rate 
of 3.6 per cent, but without fall¬ 
ing into recession. 

As in June, inflation is ex¬ 
pected to remain steady near 
current levels as unemployment 
remains contained and govern¬ 


ments continue to reduce gra¬ 
dually their budget deficits. 

Bat rather thanfaH into com¬ 
placency about what it calls a 
“sustained, satisfactory economic 
performance,” the OECD identi¬ 
fies several remaining risks and 
points to six areas in which policy 
contributions can be made to 
reduce those threats. 

The main risks outlined by the 
group are inflation, uncertainty 
about the impact of past interest- 
rate hikes, high unemployment, 
limited prospects for further ex¬ 
ternal adjustment, inadequate 
private savings, instability in the 
financial markets, tiie debt bur¬ 
den of developing countries and 
trade protectionism. 

Inflation topped the list of the 
OECD's concerns. The group 
said the relatively stable inflation 
rate of about 4.5 per cent in the 
OECD area should not lead to 
complacency. 

Another area singled out for 
policy concern was the effort to 
reduce government budget de¬ 
ficits, especially in countries with 
big current-account deficits. 

'To settle for small deficits, or 
even a balance, in general gov¬ 
ernment accounts during a period 
of strong economic activity may 
be insufficiently ambitions,” it 
said, adding that reduced defence 
spending aright offer one avenue 
for progress following the recent 
easing of East-West tension. 

Modest U3. growth 

The U.S. economy is poised to 
grow moderately in 1990 and 
1991 but prospects for a further 
reduction of inflation are dim, tbe 
OECD said Thursday. 

Tbe organisation said it ex¬ 
pected gross national product 
(GNP) grow th of 2.3 per cent in 
1990 and 2_5 per cent in 1991, 
after three per cent this year. 

The OECD's projections place 
it squarely between the Bush 
adminis tration, which is calling 
for 2.6 per cent growth in 1990, 
and private forecasters, who ex¬ 
pect tbe worlds’s biggest eco¬ 
nomy ta expand by 1-9 per cent 

Despite the projected slow¬ 



down, the OECD said in a half- 
year survey that the Federal Re¬ 
serve, the U.S. central bank, 
would make no headway in its 
battle to get inflation down to' 
zero. 

It forecast consumer price in¬ 
flation of 4_5 per cent in 1990, tbe 
same as this year, and a rise to 4.7 
per cent in 1991. 

The OECD, in common with 
most Wall Street economists, said 
the outlook depends critically bn 
tiie Fed. 

The central bank on Wednes¬ 
day signalled its determination to 
keep the seven-year-old U.S. ex¬ 
pansion alive by engineering a 

S sr-point drop in the federal 
rate, tiie cost of overnight 
loans among banks, to 8W per 
cent. 

The credit easing had been 
widely anticipated because of 
mounting evidence of a slowdown 
in tbe economy — the OECD 
expects just-L5 per cent growth 
this quarter — but the Fed's 
strategy was not without risk, the 
report said. 

“Although the monetary re¬ 
sponse to any signs of a sharp 
slowing of activity is likely to be 
prompt, limiting the risk of a 
prolonged slowdown, such sup¬ 
portive action could entail stron¬ 
ger activity than projected and 
could risk a re-emergence of in- . 
fiationary pressures,” it said. 

The OECD was also fairly 
gloomy about U.S. trade pros¬ 
pects. 

The trade deficit would narrow 
this year to $113 billion from 
$127.2 billion in 1988 bnt would 
then get stuck at $114 billion in 
1990 and $117 billion in 1991, it 
said. 


And because the United States 
is now the world's largest debtor 
natfon, owing $532.5 bflHori at 
.tiie end of 1988/its deficit on net 
investment , income such as di- I 
vidends ami profits was likely to 
double. 

As a result tbe deficit in the ! 
current account, a broad measure 
of trade in goods and services,-', 
may begin to rise again from the i 
second half of .next' year, the 
OECD said. 

It forecast tiie current account 
gap would shrink a bit to'$118 
Mfion in 1990 from an estimated 
$122 trillion this year before 
gr ow ing to $124 billion in 1991. In- 
1988 tbe defidt was $126.6 bfl- 
fion. 

K progress on the trade from 
were to stall at the same time as -, 
inflation was {ricking up, “tbe 
finan cial market' repercussions' 
could ‘be quite severe,” the 
OECD said. 

The risk of a stock market 
shock or a slump in the'dollar 
would also increase if.tbe admi¬ 
nistration and Congress failed to 
agree on substantial new budget 
cuts for 1991, it added. 

But the OECD painted an 
alternative, rosier outlook. - 

If the easing in superpower 
tensions leads to cuts in defence 
spending, budget pressures would 
‘be substantially relieved without 
a mark edly deflationary impact 
on the economy. 

“Together with any trade liber¬ 
alisation gains ar ising out Of the 
Uruguay round (of GATT trade 
talks), the resulting increase in 
U.S. national saving could pro-' 
vide a powerful momentum to¬ 
wards better external balance,” it 
said. 



For more info rma tion please call 
Tel.: 636399 
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med after draw 


Sardinia (R) — 
Quip hosts Italy faced a 

- criticism from a glory- 

- nation on Friday after a 

draw with holders 

- fiAtttmia that fuelled doubts ab- 
^^tfieh' ^aWfUy to score. 

,-j S&months before Italy seek a 
:■jee«4-.fourth title, Thursday’s 
-jo c^r friendly ip Cagliari capped 
-jj jjcrnal run for manager Azeglio 
YtcatiVside with only one goal 
^xaij^ourmatches against Argen¬ 
tina, ^England, Algeria and 
Bar&dL 

Sampdoria’s Gianluca Vialli, 
jtajy’s tnnnber one striker, has 
not^ecned for his country this 
jiCTwno'/and was substituted with 
errmp hrthe second half. 

; Aad^cCMnineats from Friday’s, 


me Italy face from expectant fans 
who already have their eyes on 
tfce World Cup and do not want 
VJ& disappointed. 

have disappeared," La 
Gazzetta Dello Sport, the top 


sports daily, said in a front page 
headUne. 

“Dear Vkini, it can’t go on like 
this. Your team is slowly burning 
itself out. Yesterday in Cagliari it 
went up in some," it said in an 
editorial 

An equally lacklustre Argenti¬ 
na, who have now gone five 
games without a goal, successful¬ 
ly cramped Italy's style with a 
mixture of tight' marking, solid 
defence and fouls in a match 
compared by La Republica to “a 
game of women’s soccer." 

The Argentines, among 
favourites with Italy to lift the 
World Cup, did not force goal¬ 
keeper Walter Zenga or second- 
half substitute Stefano Taccom to 
make a single save. 

But it was the absence from the 
I t a lian side of sharpness in attack 
and uninspired midfield play 
that most outraged the critics, 
who reserved praise only for 
Libero Franco Baresi. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES QOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
BlM Tiam* Mafia Santcaa, Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1-hAj South, vulnerable, you 
boht ■ ■ 

*763 9962 0AJK54 * 652 

Partneropeas the bidding with three 
no Grump (25-27 points). What do 
youTespond? 

QJ—Both vulnerable, as South you 
hokfc 

#KJfr 9984 0654 *A1063 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South Wart . 

10. Pam 1 NT Pau 

2wr Pus t 

What action do you take? 

' Q3—Neither vulnerable, as South 
Hi hold : \ 

.9742 0842 *AQ93 

Parmer opens the bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 

^-Nekhff vulnerable, as Sooth 


you hold: 

*5 9J1B7652 0QJ53 *93 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q.5—Both vnlnerabk, as South you 
bold: 

4KQ9852 963 01104 *K8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

19 1 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6—Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AKJ63 9X95 0Q92 *63 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

10 Piss 1 * Pass 

2 0 Pan ? 

What do you bid now? 

Look for answers on Monday. ■ 


E Daily Crossword by Victor Jambor. Jr. 


. ACROSS . : - 
4 Ancient land 
B Bread unit 


15 Ugh! tan . 
.18 "-Katenina” 
17 Comrade* 

19 SemUnba 

20 Opted tor 

21 Take out 

23 Army person 

28 All In musk: 
-28 Playgrounds 

29 Some collar* 
31 Shrewd 

S3 Fasting Ibrw 
34 Secret groups 
37 Away 

40 Viaot 

41 Soma tests 

42 Coastal flyer 

43 Theater sign 

44 Document 



aaa 


aani aaaas an 


» COnehas 
7B Legend 
71 Plot' - 

DOWN 

1 — to** for 


27 Agava 
30 Ultimate 


2. .Legal point . 
S Pacino and 
Hht ■ 
'4.CoaHtlaa 
.6-Pteasani ships 
8 Mntoal 
7 CtmaJ group 
SJVttaacn 
■ 9 IMt^nto ona 


32 Innkaapar 

34 Put together 

35 Advocated 
strongly 

38 Fabroy to 
Mends 

38 Oneness 

39 Uptight 
42 Big bM 
44 Scholar 

47 WJ. word 

48 Awards for 
bravery 


nnnra nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nrannn 
nRnnnmrcnFinirin 
rann nnn 
nnrannra unnn nnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnran 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnn nnnn nnnnnn 
non nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnni 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn onno 
nnnnn nnnn noon 


49 Learned man 

50 Purposive 

52 Sfmian ' 

53 Matr of lar. 

54 Ptrthlplml 
euftix 


57 Webs 
59 Bbntnata 

82 Ms Farrow 

83 Corroded 
64 Pipe joint 
85 Fluff 





FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
early morning is your best time to 
continue looking into advanced 
courses of action which gn lead to 
success. Make those pending deci¬ 
sions later in the day. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
financial problem has a real oppor¬ 
tunity for you to benefit through it. 
You axe about to meet an interest¬ 
ing couple from a distance. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Get a family member to go on a 
trip with you and good results 
follow. Don’t let financial matters 
confuse a relationship-with a good 
friend. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
a woman friend to introduce you to 
some personalities that interest 
yon. Keep strictly business like 
with a younger associate in the 
family. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Don’t get involved in an 
argument between a partner and 
an influential man. Being deman¬ 
ding with your mate now could 
cause problems. 

LEO: (July 22 ro August 21) A 
friend is ready and willing at last to 
carry through with promises made 
to you. Do something startling and. 
dramatic to please your loved one. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Invite new acquaintances into 
your borne on the spur of the 
moment. Don’t get involved in 
your talents with an impulsive, 
impatient frieod. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) A day of excitement for you 


and your attachment. You can get 
any problems at home ironed out 
rightly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Invite persons into your 
home who are financially success¬ 
ful. You have considerable charm, 
so entertain and be entertained 
today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A new attitude is 
necessary to increase accord with 
your mate. Be willing to accept 
new friends into your dosed circle. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Romance is best for 
you in the privacy of your loved 
one’s quarters. Steer dear of any 
arguments with men friends today. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru¬ 
ary 19) Be more willing to accept 
unconventional persons as your 
friends. Invite a dramatic couple 
into your faoime for laughs. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Keep your contact with your 
friends on a strictly social basis 
now. Concentrate on dealing with 
younger members of your family. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
bora today be or she will be one of 
those easy going, well liked indi¬ 
viduals who doesn't seem to have a 
definite direction until later in life, 
when everything comes together in 
a positive manner, to the const¬ 
ernation of all those concerned 
friends and relatives who held a 
negative view. 

"The Stan impel, they do not 
compel ." What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


All Birth Gems Are At 

$ WORLD RESOURCES 

Amra Hotel - Amman 


FOR RENT—AREA7TH CIRCLE 

Furnished 3-bedroom apartment with large reception salon, 
dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, tele¬ 
phone, TV and video. Separate central heating, parking & 
intercom. 

Location: Um A! Sommaq, near Pizza Hut. 

For more details please call tel. 887238, 821662 


“FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT - 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting 
room, maid room, 2 bathrooms, and kitchen with central 
heating, and split cooling units. 

Location: JabaJ Amman, Third Circle. 

For further details please call telephone 647100 
from 8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. and from 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 
p.m. 



catf 


Rivers’ Steal seals victory 


MIAMI (AP) — Miami's Grant 
Long was about to shoot when 
Doc Rivers made the steal that 
preserved a 117-115 victory for 
Atlanta. 

In Thursday's other national 
basketball association game, the 
Seattle Supersonics beat the Port¬ 
land Trail Blazers 123-102. 


River's tbeft came after a 
Dominique Wilkins free throw 
put Atlanta up 115-113 with 8.7 
seconds left. After a timeout, the 
inbounds pass came to long, who 
wheeled around Moses Malone 
and appeared to have a dear path 
down the lane to the basket. 

Rivers left his man, slapped the 


ball away and dribbled into the 
frontcourt, where he was fouled 
by Sherman Douglas. Rivers hit 
the two free throws with seven- 
tenths of a seconds left to seal the 
victory against a basket by Glen 
Rice at the buzzer. 

The Supersonics' Derrick 


McKey scored 13 of his 22 points 
in the third quarter and keyed a 
14-0 late run. 

McKey scored nine points in 
the burst as Seattle stretched a 
nine-point lead into an 98-66 
cushion. Dale Ellis got 11 of his 
23 points as the Sonics outscored 
Portland 35-21, and opened a 
93-72 lead after three quarters. 


-FOR RENT- 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

• One bedroom, living-dining room k & b. 

• Two bedrooms, living-dining room k & b. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel: 641443 - 642351 


PASSPORTS LOST 

1) Harun Rashid, c/o Arsad 
Ullha, Passport No. F 
020746, nationality Bang¬ 
ladeshi. 

2) Osman, c/o Yousuf Asraf. 
Passport No. F 116940. 
nationality Bangladeshi. 

We have lost our two Bang¬ 
ladeshi passports in down¬ 
town Amman on Dec. 18. 
1989. 

If found, please contact 
tel: 818142 or nearest 
police station. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


The largest showroom - 

Department Store 

We sell most needs of Inside home: furniture for 
every age, gifts, electricals, toys, cosmetics... etc. 
Please come to see us. 

Location: Jordan Intn’1 Trading Centre Co. 
Al Roda living and shopping-centre. 
Opposite Al Ra’i Newspaper, near Jordan 
Community College. 

Phone: 670453, 670302 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Three bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, two 
bathrooms, and two verandas, one glassed-in. With 
carpets and long draperies. Separate central heating, 
telephone and garage. T.V. and video player with sepa¬ 
rate antenna, all in excellent condition. 

Please call 674286 



EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

-A qualified secretary for full time job* is required. 
Applicants should be familiar in secretarial duties 
with a minimum of one year experience. 

Please write your C.V. to P.O. Box (1120) 
Amman. 


THE MANARA BOOKSHOP 

Rainbow Street, Jabal Amman 
Telephone: 657591/2 

FOR SALE... FOR SALE 

LADYBIRD BOOKS (ONLY 500 FILS) 

A selection of other children's books in English have just 

arrived 

Special Prices' 


MI M©&¥ 

In Town 

For unique and unusual personalized 
Presents at Prices that toiler to every 
jj® Budget. 

•JlgO WORLD RESOURCES 
- Amra Hotel Shopping Centre, 6th Circle, 
Main Street, Amman. 


Dr. I. Zaru / D.D.S. 

Temple University Pa. U.S.A. 
ARAMCO Dental Services Dhahran 
opens his INFECTION CONTROL 
DENTAL CLINIC at Shmeisani - 
Istiklal Stationary Building. 

Tel. 690380 


NEW CHRISTMAS ROOKS 

at 

JORDAN BOOK CENTRE 
606882 


— Special offer for unique (strange) gift— 

items 

On the occasion of Christmas and the New Year 

Al Huneiti Naim Store for second hand 
and ancient items 

announces this special offer of ceramics, crystals, Persian 
carpets, copperware, plus other strange items. 

Bayader Wadi Seer, the Vocational School Street 
Tel: 821051 
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yOUR TIME OF joy 
STARTS WITH 

F(om6I« 

Shmeisani Tel.680899 
Canadian Embassy Bldg. 


Wwr* BIG 

S^%XMAS SALE 
on all 

Children’s Toys 
at reduced prices 


SPORTS Sr ACTIVITIES 
CENTRE 

Wadi Saqra Street 


XMAS SHOPPING 

at J - 

WADI SAQRA 




ON THE OCCASION OF 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 


n 


ANDALUSIYA STORES 

PRESENT 





The largest -and most beautiful variety of gifts * selected traditional Arab robes made from 
otton and silk ’ ceramic articles ’ sea shell articles * man-made copper articles * silver-plated 


cotton and silk ’ ceramic articles' sea shell articles man-made copper articles snver-piaiea 
metallic articles - artistic works of Arabic calligraphy on papyrus * and woollen carpets 
decorated with manual drawings. 

We are also pleased to announce the arrival of a wonderful variety of the accessories of Egyptian 
artist Rabihah. 

Furthermore, on this occasion we will hold a bazaar at Philadelphia Hoiei from Dec. 20-Dec. 24. 

Our prices suit everyone 


Andaiusiya Stores, Jaber Commercial Complex. Mecca Street 
Telephone 824425, P.O. Box 670, Tla' Al Ali. 


BOOK NOW for your 

Christmas Day Lunch 

at Kan Zaman., 

A rich & varied Christmas menu 
at our regular price of 

i . J.D. 6 / adult & J.D. 3 / child 

* Lm** (+10% government tax) 



please call us for your reservation at 736449 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 6341441 f Cinema 




Tel: 675571 


r Cinema 


Tel; 6741111 1 


mm 

V 



Mel Gibson 
& 

Darny Glover 
in 

Lethal Weapon “2” 

ftrton B »c»3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



Performances 3.3U.6:«>.»30. 10:30 































































































Singh wins confidence vote 


NEW. DELHI (AP) — Prime 
Minister V.P. Singe’s minority 
government has won a crucial 
vote of confidence in parliament, 
crossing its first major hurdle 
after taking power. 

Ex-Prime Minister Rajiv Gan¬ 
dhi's Congress Party abstained 
from voting against the motion, 
which sought the confidence of 
the Lot Sabha (House of the Peo¬ 
ple), the lower house of the Indi¬ 
an legislature. 

Speaker Rabi Ray declared the 
motion carried after parliament 
sanctioned its approval in a chor¬ 
us of “Yes.” No voices were 
raised against the motion. 

Singh, 58, was sworn in Dec. 2 
by President Ramaswamy Venfca- 
taraman and given 30 days to 
prove he had the support of a 
majority in the Lok Sabha. 

His National Front coalition 
won 144 seats in the 525-seat 
parliament in last month's gener¬ 
al elections. Some of its members 
were elected from more than one 
seat, leaving it with an effective 
strength of 140 in the boose. 

The figure is far short of the 
required majority, but Singh was 
supported by a Hindu fun¬ 
damentalist party and an assort¬ 
ment of left-wing groups, which 
together held 137 seats. 

Gandhi’s Congress Party won 
193 seats but deckled not to stake 
a chum to form the government. 



V.P. Singh 

The other seats were won by 
smaller parties, many of which 
supported Singh in Thursday’s 
motion. 

Shortly before the vote was 
taken, Singh said he was happy 
that ideologically diverse parties 
were offering him support. 

“The delicate balance of poli¬ 
tical forces may turn out to be the 
most glorious occasion for our 
democracy, as it changes from 
•personality politics to issue-based 
politics,” said the mild-mannered- 
politician whose electoral 
triumph ended the grip held on 


Imelda Marcos asked 
to make plea bargain 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Lawyers for Imelda Marcos, 
widow of former Philippine dicta¬ 
tor Fer dinand Marcos, have said 
that the U.S. and Philippine gov¬ 
ernments had asked to make a 
deal in which racketeering 
charges against her would be 
dropped in exchange for a guilty 
plea to minor charges. 

Under the proposed deal. Mis. 
Marcos would be given a sus¬ 
pended jail sentence but have to 
make a full disclosure of her 
family’s assets around the world 
and give die Philippine govern¬ 
ment milli ons of dollars worth of 
her family’s property in the Un¬ 
ited States. 

But Mrs. Marcos' lawyer John 
Tigne said he expected the trial to 
go ahead because his client was 
adamant that she would not plead 
guilty to any crime committed in 
the Philippines. 

“She will go to her grave first 
before she does that,” he said. 

Tigue said the idea for a deal 
originated with the U.S. and Phi¬ 
lippine governments and not with 
Mrs. Marcos. 

Tigue said Mrs. Marcos* de¬ 
fence team was still preparing for 
the scheduled start of her trial 
March 14 on charges she and her 
late husband siphoned more than 
-$100 million from the Philippines 
treasury and funnelled it into the 
United States for the purchase of 


'New York real estate and art. 

According to Tigue, the prop¬ 
osed plea agreement called for 
Mrs. Marcos to plead guilty to 
mail fraud and obstruction of 
justice charges in exchange for a 
suspended prison term. 

Under the proposal, Mrs. Mar¬ 
cos would have to provide a full 
finanrial disclosure and forefeat 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
assets, Tigue said. She also would 
have to remain on probation in the 
United States as long as the cur¬ 
rent Philippine leader, Corazon 
Aquino, is in power. 

Tigue said the prosecutor, 
assistant U.S. attorney Charles 
Labella, gave Mrs. Marcos until 
Jan. 12 to decide whether to 
accept the plea agreement. 

The attorney also said any set¬ 
tlement of the criminal charges 
also would have to include sever¬ 
al civil racketeering lawsuits 
brought by the Philippine and 
U.S. government against the 
Marcoses. 

Labella, reached in his office in 
New York, said he could not 
comment on the reported plea 
bargain discussions. 

Tigue said Mrs. Marcos’s attor¬ 
ney in San Francisco, John J. 
Bartko, was her representative at 
the talks. Also present were 
Labella and representatives from 
the Philippine government, he 
said. 


SYDNEY (R)—Thirty-five peo¬ 
ple, many travelling home to 
spend Christmas with their fami¬ 
lies, were lolled in Australia's 
worst road accident Friday when 
two tourist buses collided head on 
before dawn ou a notoriously 
dangerous stretch of highway. 

Bodies were tom apart as the 
buses, travelling at high speed in 
light rain, embedded themselves 
into each other on a two-lane 
section of the Pacific highway 
near Kempsey, 600 kilometres 
north of Sydney, police said. 

“The two buses are sort of 
welded together. They’ve hit and 
the first five metres of each bus is 
merged into the other,” said 
ABC radio reporter Dick Cutler. 

“I don’t know how many 
bodies are in there — there are 
just lots of bits,” one rescue 
worker told journalists. 

A police spokesman said 35* 
might not be the final death toll 
as rescue workers were having 
problems sorting through the car- 


Among die 41 listed injured by 
police were Christopher Beattie, 
23, of Tauranga, New Zealand 
and Kendall Clare, 24, of Steven¬ 
age in Britain. The survivors, 
many seriously hurt, were ferried 
to nearby hospitals by ambulance 
and helicopter. They included 
two other Britons and one Amer¬ 
ican. 

“The wreck was the length of 
just one bus,” said John Thomas, 
who lives nearby. “It was the 
worst thing you’d ever wish to 
see. It’s a terrible mess. 

“They took one person out of 
the back of the bos and put his 
lej£ in one bag and ins arms in 
another.” 

Rescue workers erected plastic 
sheeting around the buses to hide 
them. 

Police, who took 12 hours to 
cut the last of the bodies out of 
the wreckage, set up a makeshift 
mortuary in a nearby cheese fac¬ 
tory. Both drivers were killed in 
the crash. 


“The injured obviously had 
seen all the dead in the buses they 
had just left because they kept 
telling me “there is nothing you 
can do for them, there is nothing 
you can do at the bus*,” said 
another local resident, farmer 
Dorothy Kelly. 

The bodies are expected to be 
taken to Sydney for identification 
by relatives. The spokesman said 
the extent of the disfigurement 
meant identification could take a 
few days. 

Prune Minister Bob Hawke 
said he was shocked by the acci¬ 
dent. “I offer my personal condo¬ 
lences to the families and loved 
ones of those who died, or suf¬ 
fered serious injury.” 

“The costs to the nation and to 
our nation’s families of the con¬ 
tinuing road toll is staggering. We 
cannot continue to pay this 
price,” Hawke said in a state¬ 
ment. 

In October, 20 people, includ¬ 
ing five members of the same 
family, were killed when a tourist 
bus collided with a truck on the 
Pacific highway at Grafton, north 
of Friday's crash site. 

The cause of Friday’s accident 
midway between Brisbane and 
Sydney was not known. Police 
said it was drizzling at the time of 
crash and three a.m. (1600 
GMT). A coroner from Sydney 
flew up to the scene to start an 
investigation. 

New South Wales State Trans¬ 
port Minister Bruce Baird 
announced an immediate cut to 
90 kilometres per hour (kph) 
from 100 kph in the speed limit 
for coaches and tracks after flying 
to the crash site. 

Local residents and driver 
pressure groups demanded the 
state and federal government up¬ 
grade die Pacific highway. The 
road, which skirts many popular 
resorts and beaches, is at Its 
busiest over the Christmas ami 
New Year holidays. 


the prime minister’s post by Gan¬ 
dhi and his mother and grand¬ 
father. 

“I am very happy to witness 
this change,” he said. “It is not 
numbers which generate the cre¬ 
dibility of the government. It is 
the policies we pursue.” 

There was no immediate ex¬ 
planation why the Congress Party 
abstained from voting. However, 
Gandhi interrupted Singh’s 
speech to say he accepted die 
prime minister’s invitation to sup¬ 
port die government in “grap¬ 
pling with the nation’s prob¬ 
lems.” 

It was the first tunc the prime 
minister or his party has initiated 
a confidence vote since indepen¬ 
dent India seated its first parlia¬ 
ment in 1952, five years after 
winning freedom from Britain. 

While the Indian constitution 
does not require a vote of confi¬ 
dence, it also does not prohibit 
one. Under the present circumst¬ 
ances, a vote of confidence is the 
most demo nstrat i ve way of show¬ 
ing Singh’s government can func¬ 
tion. 

In the past, one party always 
won a decisive majority of foe 
seats in the Lok Sabha, leaving 
tittle doubt that it could master 
foe parliamentary majority neces-' 
; sary to enact legislation. But in 
foe Nov. 22^26 elections, no party 
.won a majority. 



35 killed in Australia’s 
worst road accident 


Gustav Husafc 

Party 

suspends 

Husak 

PRAGUE (AP) — Chechoslova¬ 
kia’s Communist Party, preparing 
to compete in free elections next 
year, is moving to purge members 
linked with repressive policies in 
the past. 

A two-day extraordinary party 
congress attended by more than 
1,500 members voted in a new, 
progressive leadership, cut foe 
central committee's size by about 
10 per cent and brought in many 
new faces, and adopted an “ac¬ 
tion programme” that rejected 
Stalinism. 

They also abolished a bated 


for unjustly persecuting those 
who disagreed with foe party line. 

On Thursday, foe party sus¬ 
pended 32 party leaders who are 
to be investigated for abuse of 
power, including former Presi¬ 
dent Gustav Husak. 

Delegates also voted to expel 
VasQ Bilak “as a representative 
of forces who initiated the inva¬ 
sion” of Soviet troops in 1968. 

Bilak, foe party’s former chief 
of ideology, is viewed by many 
Czechoslovaks as the man most 
responsible for foe invasion that 
crushed the “Prague spring” re¬ 
forms. 

He stepped down from foe 
party’s ruling politburo last year 
and from the praesidium of 
Czechoslovakia’s parliament last' 
week. 

Delegates to foe congress are 
attempting to dean up the image 
of the Communist Party. 


: V 
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»AL: Police and military explosive experts 
bomb found in a U.S. court bofldtog in 


- Atlantic. The bomb was the latest fin a series of actions against the 
court and seen by pofice as radafiy motivated. 


Gorbachev calls urgent 
congress on Lithuania 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi¬ 
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev has 
harshly criticised Lithuanian 
communists for breaking with foe 
national party in their drive to 
restore their republic’s 
sovereignty. 

* The national central committee 
scheduled an emergency meeting 
to discuss the historic defiance. 

Rimantas Kanapenes, a 
spokesman for Lithuania's poli¬ 
tical group Sajudis, said Gor¬ 
bachev summoned Lithuanian 
members of foe national parlia¬ 
ment to protest Wednesday’s de¬ 
cision by’ foe Lithuanian Com¬ 
munist Party congress to end sub¬ 
ordination to the national party 
and declare itself independent. 

The Kremlin tried to bead off 
foe decision for months and 
warned of “great trouble” ahead 
for foe Lithuanians. 

“This concerns not only foe 
Lithuanian Communist Party but 
foe entire party,” foe rating polit¬ 
buro said in a message to the 
Lithuanian Communists. 

Gorbachev told the national 
parliament, the Congress of Peo¬ 


ple’s Deputies, he shared foe 
“concern and alarm” of many 
communists about Lithuania's ac¬ 
tion and said foe politburo de¬ 
cided to call an emergency meet¬ 
ing of foe central committee, its 
parent body, on the issue “in a 
few days.” 

Gorbachev, the national party 
leader, told foe congress he had 
received notes signed by dozens 
of Communist members saying 
I jtfa oaqia ’s action was “very sad 
for all Communists” and describ¬ 
ing it as “a new step in a separat¬ 
ist tendency in foe country, a new 
enormous danger for the Soviet 
Communist Party and our multi¬ 
national state.” 

A Sajudis official has predicted 
the Communist parties of neigh¬ 
bouring Latvia and Estonia in foe 
Baltics, and Armenia and Geor¬ 
gia in foe Caucasus, would follow 
Lithuania's lead and break off 
from foe national party. 

Kanapenes said Gorbachev 
phoned Lithuanian party chief 
Algiidas Brazauskas in Vilnius, 
foe republic’s capital, shortly af¬ 
ter foe 855-160 vote to break off 


from the national party. 

A resolution approved by foe 
Lithuanian congress declares the 
republic’s party an “equal partner 
with foe Soviet Communist Party, 
other progressive parties, public 
organisations and movements.” 

That position runs counter to 
more than 80 years of party poli¬ 
cy. Before foe 1917 Bolshevik 
revolution, Sonnet founder Vladi¬ 
mir L Lenin demanded unity, and 
a 1921 party congress formally 
ruled out any factions. 

TASS said about 160 of foe 
Lithuanian congress delegates 
who had voted against breaking 
off from the nartional party met 
Thursday and pledged to main- 
dan ties with foe national party. 

Lithuanian leaders on Dec. 7 
supported a move by foe legisla¬ 
ture to create a multiparty politic¬ 
al system, striking from foe Baltic 
republic's constitution language 
malting the Communist Party the 
leading force in •society. 

The Communists' new prog¬ 
ramme also supports the eventual 
restoration of foe independence 
Lithuania enjoyed between the 


world wars. 

Several small political parties 
.already have formed to challenge 
die Communists in Feb. 24 local 
elections, T jfouanian Com¬ 
munist leaders say they need, an 
independent structure to compete 
in the balloting. 

TASS, meanwhile, also gave 
an extensive report on a break¬ 
away group of hardliners in 
Lithuania, led by Vladislav 
Shved, an ethnic R ussian and a 
local district party leader, who 
have decided to remain loyal to 
Moscow. 

Brazauskas, attempting to har¬ 
ness growing national and separ¬ 
atist feeling in foe once-indepen- 
dent republic, supported foe 
break with the Soviet party as the 
only way of restoring party popu¬ 
larity in upcoming local elections.. 

After a decision by the Lithua¬ 
nian parliament this month to 
drop the Communist Party’s 
monopoly on power, the dec-; 
lions were expected to be the first 
multi-party poll since Lithuania 
was absorbed into foe Soviet Un¬ 
ion in 1940. 


No Mandela release before New Year 


JOHANNESBURG(Agencies) 
— South Africa’s black national¬ 
ist leader Nelson Mandela will 
not be released before foe New 
Year, state radio reported 
Friday. 

The report, quoting foe gov¬ 
ernment bureau for information, 
quashed widespread rumours 
Mandela would be let out this 
month. 

Mandela, 71, chief of the Afri¬ 
can National Congress (ANC) 
and the most famous symbol of 
black anti-apartheid protest, was 
arrested in August 1962 and sent¬ 
enced in 1964 to life in prison for 
plotting to overthrow white rule. 

The pro-government Citizen 
newspaper said late January or 
early February was considered 
foe most likely time for Mande¬ 
la's release. 

President F.W. de Klerk, who 
has been steering South Africa 
away from its racist policies since 
coming to power force months 
ago, has set the stage for Mande¬ 
la's freedom. 

Eight of Mandela's most prom¬ 


inent jailed colleagues, including 
his right-hand man, Walter Sisu- 
hi, were freed last October. Many 
saw that as a sign Mandela would 
eventually be released. 

Sisulu said this week he did not 
.expect Mandela's release before 
Christmas. 

Mandela had an emotional 
reunion Thursday with one of his 
former co-defendants, an ailing 
84-year-old white woman he 
hadn't seen in 28 years. 

Activist Helen Joseph spent 
four hours with Mandela in Vic¬ 
tor Verster prison near Cape' 
Town, and afterward she de¬ 
scribed it as a “wonderful, friend¬ 
ly, loving visit.” 

“He was in very good form, full 
of jokes, full of laughter,” foe 
frail, white-haired Joseph told 
reporters outside foe prison gate. 
“He looks forward to coming 
home, but he doesn't know when 
it will be.” 

Mandela and Joseph has. 
emerged as leading voices of foe 
anti-apartheid movement in foe 
1950s. They were among more 


than 150 co-defendants at a 
marathon treason trial lasting 
from 1956-61. All the accused 
were acquitted. 

Joseph, one of the first whites 
banned for anti-apartheid activ¬ 
ism, was under police restrictions 
for much of the 60s and 70s. 

Police lifted those restrictions 
on her in 1982, when she was 77. 
But a year later she was arrested 
for singing and giving a denebed- 
fist, black power salute while 
attending a treason trial. 

She still attends anti-apartheid 
rallies and is greeted with rousing 
cheers tty blade audiences. 

She said both she and Mandela 
were excited to see one another 
after 28 years. Joseph bad been 
attempting for years to visit him, 
but foe requests were repeatedly 
denied. 

She said Mandela has agreed to 
meet government leaders, includ¬ 
ing de Klerk, because “foe time 
has come for peaceful talks be¬ 
tween the government and the 
ANC.” 

“The ANC can’t give up the 


One year after bombing, Lockerbie remembers 


LOCKERBIE (Agencies) — 
Candles flickered Thursday in the 
bitter cold of a Scottish winter 
night, lit by grieving relatives to 
remember foe 270 people killed 
one year ago in foe bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103. 

Candle lanterns provided by an 
American couple whose only 
daughter died in the attack cast a 
soft illumination over a granite 
memorial bearing the names of 
each victim. 

Tie dedication of the memorial 
by local clergymen formally be¬ 
gan commemorations which cul¬ 
minated in an outdoor ecumenic¬ 
al service in Lockerbie town 
square. No formal invitations 
were issued, and U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dor Henry Catto was among the 
few dignitaries present. 

A special memorial service also 
was held at the small stone Tun- 
dergarth parish church, five 
kilometres -outside Lockerbie, 
near where foe plane's blue-and- 
whitc nose cone smashed down. 
About 20 American relatives of 
victims were among those who 
attended. 


Flight 103, bound for New 
York and Detroit, exploded in 
midair at approximately 7:03 
p.m. (1903 GMT) on the 
Wednesday before Christmas last 
year, killing all 259 people on 
board and 11 local residents. 

Police say a bomb made of 
plastic explosives was concealed 
in a radio-cassette recorder in a 
suitcase loaded into a forward 
cargo hold. 

The lanterns, wax-coated pap¬ 
er bags filled with sand containing 
a candle and each inscribed with 
foe name of one of the victims 
and the silhouette of a dove, were 
made for Paul and Eleanor Hud¬ 
son by students at foe Albany 
Academy for Girls which their 
16-year-old daughter, Melina, 
had attended. 

As darkness fell, they lined 
both sides of foe footpath leading 
to and surrounding foe Garden of 
Remembrance, carved from foe 
local cemetery, where the memo¬ 
rial was dedicated. 

Tie service at Tundergarth 
parish church concluded just ab¬ 
out the time the Boeing 747 


exploded last year, and some 
relatives made the short pilgrim¬ 
ages to foe surrounding farms and 
fields where 90 bodies were reco¬ 
vered. 

Swedish convictions 

In Uppsala, Sweden, a court 
Thursday convicted two men on 
terrorism charges and sentenced 
them to life imprisonment, as 
separate investigations continued 
against one, suspected of com¬ 
plicity in foe flight 103 disaster. 

The district court also con¬ 
victed two other Palestinians in 
connection with the bombings of 
U.S. and Israeli targets in 
Copenhagen and Amsterdam in 
1985. All were acquitted of 
another bombing in Stockholm in 
19S6. 

The verdict was delivered two 
days after Scottish police tried to 
question Mohammad Abu Talb, 
the ringleader of the four-man 
group, m their investigation of 
foe explosion of Flight 103. Abu 
Talb refused to answer their 
questions, his lawyer said. 


Aba Talb will appeal his con¬ 
viction, said defence attorney 
Sven-Erik Sjogren. A retrial 
probably would begin in 
February. 

The court said it found Abu 
Talb and the others guilty of 
actions "directed against the lives 
and property of innocent people. 
Society most react very strongly 
against such crimes.” 

Abu Talb and Marten Imandi, 
both 35, were given life sent¬ 
ences, which in Sweden means 20 
years at most, for a July 1985 
bombing of the northwest Orient 
Airline office in Copenhagen 
which killed one person and 
wounded more 20. 

The court found Imandi guilty 
of murder for placing foe fatal 
charge and convicted Abu Talb as 
an accessory to murder in that 
ioddem. 

Abu Talb was found guilty of 
attempted murder and conspiracy 
to commit serious destruction for 
placing a bomb outside a 
Copenhagen synagogue. 

He also was convicted on the 
same charges for assembling and 


transporting a bomb to Amster¬ 
dam, where it exploded outside 
the office of El Al airlines. He 
was acquitted of p lanting the 
bomb. 

The court said Abu Talb was to 
be expelled from Sweden, where 
he has lived for six years, after 
serving Ms sentence. 

Sjogren said that under Swed¬ 
ish law his client could be extra¬ 
dited to face trial in a foreign 
country, but would retur n to 
Sweden to complete his sentence. 

Sjogren said Abu Talb met 
briefly with Scottish detectives 
Tuesday but objected to bring 
questioned by them because his 
English was poor, and said he 
only would respond to questions 
by Swedish police. 

“The meeting broke up quite 
soon since we could not agree on 
the questioning group,” Sjogren 
told reporters. 

He repeated that Abu Talb 
denied any involvement in foe 
Lockerbie explosion, and said his 
trip to Malta which had aroused 
suspicions was an unrelated busi¬ 
ness trip. 



Odds on 

Noriega’s capture 

LAS VEGAS (R) — A Las 
Veeas oddsmaker' offered 1-3 


Panamanian leadet General 


The odds, set by Art MantenS, 
vice president of foe Las VIgas 
Hilton Race and Snorts Super- 
book, mean punter^' 1 would have 
to pay out $1 to'-win $1. .Feu 
Noriega’s capture after Christ mas 
Day Mantens is offering odds of 
3-1 — m eaning punters would, 
spend only $1 to win SI: Hotel 
officials said foe odds shortened 


rewar d of $1 for informa¬ 

tion l eading to the capture of 


States on drug, charges. Casinos 




canno t legally take bets on when 
and if Noriega will be captured 
bnt foe odds are used for count¬ 
less private bets. 

r 
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armed struggle at this stage, but 
he (Mandela) is very hopeful,” 
said Joseph. 

She said Mandela believes “de 
Klerk is a sincere person, but his 
limitation will be what his Nation¬ 
al Party government will allow 
him to do. He feds de Klerk is 
not a free man.” 

De Klerk says he wants to end 
discrimination and bring blacks 
into foe national government 
within five years. 

Li other developments: 

— Local newspapers reported 
that Mandela had been speaking 
by phone to his exiled ANC 
colleagues in Zambia. Zim¬ 
babwe's President Robert 
Mugabe said in Harare, Zim¬ 
babwe, that Mandela bad been in 
contact with top-ranking ANC 
Ieders, the newspaper reported. 

— Sisulu issued a conriliatoiy 
Christmas message to South Afri¬ 
cans, saying “the prospects- for a 
reasonably peaceful Christmas 
are greater than in foe recent 
past.” 




























































































